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I N T R o D IJ C T I O N 

Fortv yt'ars tlie \vorkors and poasaiits of Riissia, IccI 
by tlie Bolshevik Party, al the ]iead of udiich stood V. I. 
Lenin, overllirew oapitalisl and landlord riile and took politi- 
cal povver inlo llieir o\vn hands. The ncws; t)f tliat sliook llie 
worid. The salvo fired by Ihe revoliilionnry cruiser Aurora 
on November 7 (Oetober 25), 1917, ushered in a new era 
in human history—the era of the eollapse of imperialism 
and establishmeiit of a new, socialist society. Thus beg^an 
the Genuine history of human society, so bril!iantly fore- 
told by Marx, Engels and Lenin. 

The (ireat Oetober Socialist Revolution originated and 
triurnphed as a powerful, wrathfid protest of tlu' v^orking 
people against the imperialist war, which had brought Riis¬ 
sia to the brink of disaster, a protest against the rule of the 
exploiting classcs, the capitalists 'and landlords, and 
against national oppression. It was an uprising of the. rev- 
olutionary working class, soldiers, sailors and iabouring 
peasants of Russia against capitalist and landlord oppres¬ 
sion and violence. It was a decisive battle waged by the 
people to bring into being a ne.w, j ust social svstem—the 
Soviet, socialist system. The first decrees of the Oetober 
Revolution resounded throughout the world—the Decree on 
Pcace, with its passionatc appeal to combat the imperialist 
war and assert labour solidarity; the Dccrec on Land, and 
the Resolution of the All-Russian Congress of Soviets 
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proclaiming thc establislimcnt of the Worl<ers and Peasants’ 
Government. 

There had been revolutions before Oetober 1917; Ibcir 
flames iilumined every cruciol period of bislorv. But Ihese 
revolutions resulted nierelv in the passa^e of powcr from 
one exploitinp; class to anotber. The form of exploilation 
changed, but exploitation ilself remained. The exploiling 
classes brutally suppressed every attempt of tlie working’ 
pcople to win tiberation, dronching the streets of towns and 
villages with the blood of workers and peasants. The 
Pariš (k)mniLine, wliidi oxisted for 72 days and for the 
first time in historv raisod aloft tlie banner of proletariati 
dietatorship, was drowned in blood, ;is was also the first 
Russian revolution of 1905. 

Tlie Oetober Revolution was the preatest of ali in seope, 
and thc profoundest in its aims and objeets. It bronj^hl real- 
ization of the a^e-old aspirations of the workinfj people, 
heraldcd thc end of expIoitation of man by man and of ali 
social and national oppression. It not only proclaimed, but 
translated into praetice the p;reat ideas of socialism, peace, 
equality and friendship of thc natituis. 

Faithful to the p;Teat teachings of Marxism-Leninism. ir- 
reconcilable to ali varieties of revisionism, opporlunism, 
dogmatisni and sectarianisrn in the labour movement, the 
Communist Party prepared the working elass tind petisantrv 
of Russia for the dccisive battle to establish the ncw, so- 
ciali.st way of life. It \vorked oiit the strategy and tacties of 
the revolutionary striiptpfle, boldly direeted that struggle 
and ensured the victory of the socialist revolution in our 
country and thc building of socialist society. Ali the other 
parlics—the Socialist-Revolutionaries, Mensheviks, bour- 
geois nationalists—who concoaled their treason and servil- 
ity to imperialism behind phrases about democracy proved 
insolvent. 

Ali the forces of the decrepit old world joined in the 
onslaught on the young Soviet Republic—its enemies at 
home and abroad, the landlords, capitalists, tsarist generals 
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and imperialist governmcnts. It was an imperialist crusade 
the like oF wliicli the world had not knoum. Every method 
was used in an a (tempi to cnisli the socialist revolution: 
armed inlervention bv fourteen states, hunger and blockade, 
threats and predictions of inevitable doom, sciirrilous lies 
and vile slander. The allies and 'adversaries in World War I, 
the German, American, British, French, Japanese and oth- 
cr im])erialisls, united in a concerted efTort to strangle 
the yoiing socialist state of \vorkers and peasants in its 
infancy, before it could gain strenglh and stand on its own 
feet. In ils heroic struggle againsl the forces of interna- 
tional imperialism, the young Soviet Republic cnjoyed the 
ardent sympathy and political and moral siipport of the 
vvorking class, labouring peasanlry and Progressive intel- 
lectuals of ali countries. 

Ali the attempls of world reaction lo halt the dne coursc 
of historv ended in dismal faihire. The for(y years since 
(he Oetober Socialist Revolution furnish incontestable proof 
Ihat peoples who have čast olT the bonds of exi)loitation are 
invincible; ihey are proof of the triumph of Miarxism-Lenin- 
isrn. By performing the socialist revolution and succcssfully 
upholding its gains in a stru.ggle of incredible difficulties, 
the heroic \vorking class of Russia became the pioneer of the 
new life, and the Soviet Union —the world’s first socialist 
state—paved the \vay to socialism for other nations. 

On the cve of the Oetober events, Lenin predieted that 
socialist revolution, the overthro\v of landlord and capital- 
ist rule would open up unparalleled opportunities for de- 
veloping the country’s produetive forces. That prediction 
came trne, and notvvithstanding ali the imperiali.st at- 
tempts to ruin our country througJi armed intervention and 
drastically retard its development, the Soviet Union, thanks 
to rapid industrialization and the collectivization of agri- 
culture, by 1941 became a mighty socialist power, 
thereby demonstrating the incontestable superiority of the 
socialist system. The inde.structible friendship of its pco- 
plcs, the povverful industrial structurc they had built up, 
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their ardent vSoviet pairiotism, cnabled thc land of social- 
ism to play a dccisive part in defcating fascism. 

As a result of the defeat of German fascism and Japanese 
militarism in World War II, other socialist statos cmcrged 
in Europe and Asia, alongside the Union of Soviet Social¬ 
ist Rcpublics, and bave cnjoved steady growtli and develop- 
mcnt. The grčat people of Cliina are follovving the socialist 
path under the tried and tesled leadership of their Commii- 
nist Party, with its vast expericnce of class stniggle. The 
socialist path is also being followc‘d bv connlries whicli 
have for ever čast off the yoke of capitalism: Albania, Bul- 
garia, Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic Repnblic, 
Hiingary, the. Korean hA'ople’s Demf)cralic Repnblic, the 
Mongolian People’s Repnblic, Poland, Rnmania, the Demo¬ 
cratic Repnblic of Viet-Nam, Vngoslavia. Socialism bas bc- 
come an invincible workl svstem and is snccessfnlly com- 
peting with the old, moribnnd capitalist system. 

Hundreds of millions in Asia and Africa have disoarded 
the chains of colonialism iirnler the influence of tlie ideas pro- 
claimcd by the Oetober Rcvolution. The struggle for nation- 
al liberation in the colonies and semi-colonies is growing 
in strength and scope. 

The Great Oetober Socialist Revolnlion completely demol- 
ished the reactionarv legend that the niasses are incapablc 
of governing a conntry. The record of forty vears of Soviet 
government has shown tiuit the labouring masses are ca- 
pable not only of deslroying the old, decaying svstem of 
society, bat also of bnilding a new, socialist svslem of stale 
and soc.icty. It has also demonstrated the ability of the 
masses to eliminate, in a brief historical span, tecfmical and 
cconomic backwardness, build a highly developed economy, 
establish and develop socialist democracy as the snpreme 
form of democracy, introducc hitherto unknown relation- 
ships of friendship and fraternity among the various nations 
and awakcn millions of men and womcn to conscious par- 
ticipation in thc making of history. 

That is precisely why thc Oetober Revohition, in its 
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nature and objects, was a genuinelv pcoplo’s revolniion, the 
groalest of ali rcvohitions known to t]istory. 

.. We have a righl to be and are proud of the faet,” 
V. I. Lenin wrote, “tbat to iis bas fallen the good fortune 
to beliti the ereetion of a Soviet slate, and lhcreby to usher 
in a new era in world hislorv, the era of (he riile of a new 
class, a elass which is oppressed in everv capitalist countrv, 
but whieh evervvvhero is inarching forward towards a ncw 
life, towards victory over the bonrgeoisie, towards the dicta- 
torship of the proletariat—and towards the enianeipation 
of mankind froni the yoke of Capital and froin imperialist 
wars.” {Works, Vol. 33, pp. 32-33.) 

The fortieth anniversarv of the Great Oetoher Socialist 
Revolniion is a dav of jiibilation for ali nations of the So¬ 
viet Union, for ati tlic socialist coiintri('s, for the interna- 
tional working class, for \vorking pcople the world over. 


I. THK VICJ’ORY 

OF THE GREAT OGTOBKR SOCIALIST REVOLtniON 
AM) THE KSTABIJSHMENT 
OF PROI.ETARIAN DICTATORSHIP 
IN THE U.S.S.R. 

1. The Great Octolier Socialist Revohition was the inevi- 
table outeome of the development of the u'orld capitalist 
systcm and the extreine stia.rpening of ali its contradictions. 
Unparalleled technical progress and the large-scale growth 
of industry enormously incrcased prodiic.tivity and ac- 
ciimulalion of material vahies, which should have consider- 
ably raised living standards for ali. But 'with the means of 
production in the possession of the capitali,sts, and with the 
capitalist trusts, syndicates and banks in control, techni¬ 
cal progress means only more profit to the capitalists, more 
incqnality in property status, and greater want and inse- 
curity for cver broader sections of the population. For the 


W 



working class and working peoplc generallv technical ad- 
vancement mcans greater exploitation and cnslavenient, 
moiinling uncmploymcnt, higher living cosls, mass desti- 
tulion, and intensifiod nionopoly opprcssion. Capitalism 
periodically subjects tlio nias.ses lo tlie hardships, siiffering 
and horror of crisis and war, the rosult of acccnluated capi- 
talist antagonisnis. Ali lliis increascd mass discontent and 
resontiiient against tho oppressive capilalist svslcin, while 
the vast expansi()n of large-scale production crcated the 
material requisites for replacing capitalism by socialism, a 
new and superior system. 

Under imperialisrn the economic and political develop- 
ment of the variotis capilalist coimtries procecds imevenly. 
which means that the condilions for prolelarian revokition 
mature unevenly too. From this law, in 1915 Lenin drevv 
the historically irnportant conclusion that the victory of the 
socialist revokition was possihlc firsl in a fcw counlries, 
or even in one single coimtrv, and tkat its simultaneoiis 
victorv in ali coimtries was impossibk'. 

In the opening years of tho twentieth centiirv' Riissia be- 
came the focal point of ali imperialist contradictions and the 
most vulnerable lirik in the whole system of imperialisrn. 
The combination of ali forms of oppr('ssiori—capitali,st, 
landlord, national—with the police despolism of tsardom 
made the position of the masses unbearable and rendcred 
class contradictions especia!ly aciite. Al the turn of the Cen¬ 
tura' Russia became the centre of the international revohi- 
tionary movement. The revokition of 1905-07 put a n end 
to the relatively “peacefiil” developmcrit of capitalism in 
Eiirope and Asia and opened up a period of great revolu- 
tionary upheavals. It \vas the prelude to the victorious bat- 
tles of 1917 Avaged by the working class and workiiig peo- 
ple general]y. 

The world imperialist war of 1914-18, with its loll of 
some ten million killed, over twenty million maimed, and 
millions of families left homeless and destitule, accelcratcd 
Ihe maturing of the revokition. 
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“The war has crcated siich an immense crisis,” Lenin 
wroic, “has so strained the material and moral forces of the 
pooplc, has doalt siich blows at the entire modem social 
orp^anization, that hiimanity finds itsclf faced by an alter¬ 
native: eilher it perishes, or it entrusts its fate to the most 
revolutionary class for the swiftost and niost radical trans- 
ition to a siipcrior mode of prodiiction.” {Works, Vol. 25, 
p. 337.) 

AAarching in the van of the rcvokition in Riissia was the 
heroic working; class, which had a powerfiil ally in the mil- 
lions of toilinpf peasanls. The ovorthrow of the autocracy 
by the hourgeois-dcmocratic revolution of Febriiary 1917 
resiiltcd in the emerpfencc of a dual power—the powcr of 
the proletariat and peasantry embodied in the Soviets of 
VVorkers’, Soldiers’ and Peasants’ Depiities, and the power 
of the bourtjeoisio and landlords embodied in the Provisional 
Government. Supported by the petty-boiirgeois Menshevik 
and Socialist-Revolutionary parties, the Provisional Govern¬ 
ment continued the imperialist war and pursued a policv 
inimical to the pcople. It coidd not -nor did it want to— 
j^ive the torrnented people either peace, bread or land. Such 
a govcrnment could not satisfv the vital needs of the work- 
ers and peasants. 

2. The Commnnist, or Bolshevik Party, a Marxist party 
of a new type, led, inspired atul or^ifanized the revoliitionarv 
worker and peasant masses. I( was fiilly in a position bolcl- 
ly to lead the peoples of Russia in the advance to social- 
ism, for it was arrned \vitli the theorv of Marxism-Leninisni, 
had assimilated ali that was vahiable in the expericnce of 
the international labonr niovement, was steeled in battle 
with the enemies of the workinp; class, 'was strong in its 
unity and indissoluble ties with the masses. 

Lenin’s famf)us April T/icses gave the Party a fighting 
programme for transition from bourgeois-democratic to 
socialist revolution. Anxions to avoid iinnecessary difficul- 
ties and loss of life, and relying on the will and support of 
the masses, the Party advocated peaceful dcvelopment of 
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llie revolution. This iniplied tlie transfer of ali power to tlie 
Soviets, the winning of a Bolshevik niajority in tlio Soviets, 
and a change in the policy of the Soviets in the intcrests of 
the working class. The Mensheviks and Socialist-Rcvolu- 
tionaries, however, refuscd to break with the hourgeoisie 
and concentrate ali powcr in the Soviets. This, and the des- 
perate struggle waged by the capitalists and landlords to 
retain their privileges, disriipt(‘d the peacefnl development 
of the revolution. In July 1917, the Provisional Govern¬ 
ment shot down a peacefnl workers’ and soldiers’ deinon- 
stration in Petrograd. This marked the end of the dual 
power and the estahlishment of the undivided rtile of the 
counter-revohitionary bourgeoisie. 

The Sixth Party Congress, in conformity with Lenin’s in- 
junctions, adopti-d the course of preparing an armed iipris- 
ing. The Congress resolutelv’ rehuffed the anti-Leninist, 
capitulation policy of Pre(/hrazhensky, who opposed the 
Party’s orientation on proletarian revolution, inaintainiiig 
that the victor.v of socialism in Russia was possible only 
in the event of a proletarian revolution in the West. 
Guided by the Congress decisions, the Party carried out the 
herculean task of organizing and uniting ali the revolu- 
tionary forces of the pooplc that foughl for peace, land, na- 
tional equality and socialism, and merged them into a com- 
mon streani, the aim being vietorious socialist revolution. 

The workers, soldiers and peasanls wcre coniing to see 
from their own cxpericncc that the Bolshevik policy was 
correct. It indicated the only realistic way out of the war, 
the only path to peace. It demanded the transfer of ali 
power to the working people, equality for ali the nations, 
confiscation of the landlord estates and the conversion of 
the faetories, miliš, railways, banks into puhlic propertv. 
This was a consistent revolutionary programme, expres- 
sivc of the fundamental interests of the workers and pcas- 
ants, of the working folk of ali nationalities. 

The rcply of the capitalist and landlord government to 
these fair and just demands of the working people was 
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mere brutal repression. Bourgfeois spokesmen cynically 
tlireatened to stifle Ihc revoliilion by “the gaunt band of 
faminc.” The capitalists began to closc down the miliš and 
faetories, dismiss their workcrs, and obstruct the flow of 
food and fucl to the lovvns. Tlicy were preparing a nation- 
wide lock-oiit; over 75,000 workers werc discharged in the 
Moscow and Petrograd industrial areas alone. Peasant at- 
tempts tl) take possession of landlord land were savagely 
suppressed by piinitive expeditions. The reign of terror that 
followed the July demonstration and the Kornilov putsch, 
Avhich was an open attempt to establish a niilitary dicta- 
torsliip and drown the revolution in blood, clearly revealed 
that the boiirgeois Provisional Government was against 
the people and cxposcd the aiiti-popidar compromising poli- 
cies of the Soeialist-RevoUitionaries and Menslieviks. 

The capitalists and landlords wcre prepared lo seli the 
coimtry to foreign imperialists in order to retain power. 
Thcy tried lo suppress ilie revolution with the aid of 
foreign troops. Connter-revohitionaries and traitors, thev 
were plotting a deal wilh German imperialism and the siir- 
render of Petrograd in order to crush the working class and 
strangle the revolution. 

The masses swung over to the Bolshcviks, as being 
the sole champions of the peopIe’s interests. Ilaving won a 
majority in the Petrograd and Moscow Soviets, the Parly 
stood at the hcad of the basic niass of the proletariat. 
The army too, in its majority, \vas on the side of the 
proletarian revolution. The Bolsheviks had ,a decisive 
majorily in the mililary units slationed near the two 
capitals. A spontaneous peasant war against the land¬ 
lords raged in the countrysidc. Overcoming the furious re- 
sislance of the counter-revolution, the capitulators and faint- 
hearts (Zinoviev, Kamenev), the Communist Party organ- 
ized the revolutionary forces of the workers, soldiers and 
peasants for a vietorious armed iiprising. The Petrograd 
uprising was the most bloodless in ali revolutionary histo- 
ry, for the Bolshevik revolutionary programme enjoycd the 
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First decree of Soviet powcr—the Decree on Peacc 













()verwhelmin^' support of the masses, and Ihe counter-revo- 
lutionary {Tovernnienl was a)inpletely isolatcd. 

On Odober 25 (November 7), 1917, tlie workers and sol- 
diers of Petrograd overlhrew tlie bonrgeois Provisional 
Government. The Second All-Rnssian Congress of Soviets, 
representing the vanguard of thc workers and the more rev- 
olutionary sodion of the pca.santry, proclaimed the trans¬ 
fer of stale power to the S()viels and set up a Workers and 
Peasants’ Govermnont headed by Lenin. It adopted the fa- 
mous Deerees on Peace and Land. Tlie Decrec on Peacc in- 
dicated a revohitionarv \vay oiit of the. war and laid the firm 
foundations of Soviet peace policy. The Decree on Land gave 
expression to thc age-old demand of millions of peasants 
for ab(.)lition of the land lord system. Tlie Congress dedsion 
setting up a Workers and Peasants’ Government laid the 
foundations of the new, Soviet state. 

Within a few weeks the Odober Socialist Revolution 
had trii.imphed, in the main, throughoiit the counlry. This 
was irrefutable evidence of the gemiinely popiilar charader 
of the revolution, in whioh the toilers of ali thc nations and 
naiional minorities of Russia participated hand in hand 
with the Russian vcorkers and peasants. 

With the victory of the Odober Sociali.st Revolution, a 
working-class dictatorship \vas established in Russia. 

3. Proletarian dictatorsliip in Russia, the new revolution- 
ary power, was based on an alliance of the working class 
and labouring peasant masses, wilh the proletariat playing 
the leading part. The socialist revolution destroyed the old 
bourgeois-landlord machinery of governmcnt, whic.h had 
lxjem direeted against the people, and created a new govern- 
ment machinery which expressed the fimdamental interests 
of the working people. The Soviets of Workers’ and Peas¬ 
ants’ Deputies, born of the revolutionary Creative aclivity 
of the masses, became the state form of proletarian dicta¬ 
torship in our country. 

In contrast to bonrgeois democracy which, in every cap- 
italist country, now, as always, is in reality only democracy 
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for Ihe exploiling minorilv, Soviel power represenls clenioc- 
racy in ils broadcst and iiip^licst form - democrac}' for llie 
working peopic, for tlie vast majorilv. Therc can bo no real 
democracy for the working pcople whoro. capitalist corporate 
interests, Ihe trusts and syndicale.s, llic bip[ coal, oil, sleci, 
antomobile, Chemical, railway and other capitalist compa- 
nics hold sway. The socialist revolution abolislied this omnip- 
otence of capilal and made the means of prodnction puhlic 
propcrty, thcrcby crcatinp;' the, cconomic prercquisites of pro- 
letarian democracy. The revolution broiifjht the masses the 
greatest freedom of ali--frecdom from cxploilation, which 
is the basis of all democralic. riglits and freedoms. 

The decisive superiority of the democracy born in the so¬ 
cialist revolution lies in the fact that state. power is in the 
hands not of the exploiters, but of the working people. “We 
created,” Lenin \vrotc, “a Sovict type of state and by that 
ushered in a new epoch in world history, the epoch of the 
political rule of the proletariat, which has corne to take the 
plače of the epoch of the political rule of the bourgcoisie.” 
{Works, Vol. 33, p. 180.) 

With the introduction of Soviet democ.racy, the \vorkers 
and peasants became the masters of ali the land and its 
mineral deposits, of ali the factories, miliš, mineš, railways, 
electric plants and all other means of prodnction. No bonr- 
gcois-democratic country can adopt such a coursc, for the 
means of prodnction are in capitalist hands and are u.sed to 
exploit the masses. 

Proletarian deniocracy finds expression in the active func- 
tioning of the government and puhlic organizations of the 
working people. It rejects a “deinocracy” that allows the 
reactionary forces “freedom” to suppress the workers’ dem- 
ocratic organizations and slander the socialist system and 
popular rule. “Proletarian democracy,” Lenin wrote, “sup- 
prcsses the. exploiters, the bourgcoisie—and for that reason 
is not hypocritical, docs not promise iheni freedom and de- 
mocracy—but grants genuine demncracy to the working 
people.” {Works, Vol. 28, p. 88.) 
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Socialist dcmooracy lias foiind most striking inanifesta- 
tion in the solution of thc national queslion. The Great 
Oetober Revoliition destroyod national opprossion in Riissia, 
abolished national inequality for ali time, established genn- 
ine fratcrnity among the nations, and raised formerlv op- 
pressed nations to a status of real frcodoni and oqualily. It 
brought statchood to peoples who had not enjoyed it be- 
fore, and reslored it to thoso who had lost it. 

The Oetober St)cialisl Revoliition saved oiir country from the 
menaco of partition and snbjiigation to the imperialist free- 
booters. It made it a free and indeperident coiirilry. The Soviot 
Government put an end to econoniic dependence on foroign 
Capital, nationalized foroign-owned indiistries, anmilled the 
shackling loans and the profits paid to foreign capltalists, 
whobattened onthelaboiir of Riissia’s workcrs and peasants. 

The victory of the socialist revoliition in Rnssia came as 
a powerful inspiration to the labonring masses of other 
countries. A mighty wave of revohitionary and national- 
liberation movements swept thc worId. 

But at that time the Communist Parties in the West werc 
stili in the forniative stage and wcrc not yel in a position 
to lead the majority of thc working class, ostablish a firm 
alliance of the working class and peasantry and ensure the 
victory of proletarian revoliition. The Riissian Soviet Re- 
public remained the only land of socialism, encircled bv 
hostile capitalist countries. 

4. Ilaving taken power into their own hands, the \vork- 
ers and peasants of Russia launched on the peaceful re- 
buildingof the country undor the leadership of thc Boishevik 
Party. But the evploiting clas.ses overthrovvn by the revolu- 
tion started a civil war against the workers and peasant'^’ 
government, seeking to re-establish their own rulc by force 
of arms. Thev were Iielped by thc. pctty-bourgeois Men.she- 
vik and Socialist-Revolutionary parties which had complete- 
ly gone over to the c.ounter-revolutionary camp. 

This armed struggie against the Soviet Republic was in- 
stigated and organized by international imperialism. The 
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immense revolutioiiizing- inllLience (’xcr(ecl l>y thc world’s 
first workers and pcasants’ republic inspired fear and halred 
aniong the imperialists of evcry country. For tliey regardcd 
tlie victory of llic socialist revolulion as a tlireal to thcir own 
parasitic existcnce, to their profits and capital, and to ali 
tbeir privileges. And licaded by tlic ruling element of Britain, 
the U.S.A. and France, the imperialists organized a series 
of military campaigns against thc Soviet Republic. Interven- 
tion and Whilcguard armies attacked it from the north, south, 
east and west; Soviet Russia was caught in a ring of fire. 

The Commimist Partv and .Soviet Government appealed 
to the people to take up arms in a just, revolutionary, pa- 
triotic war against foreign intervention and domestic coun- 
ter-revolution. Hundreds of thousands of workers and peas- 
ants responded by volunteering for Service in the Red Army. 
In face of hunger and hardship, the vvorkers exerted every 
ounce of energv to keep thc army siipplied udih weapons 
and ammunition; thc pcasants supplied it with food. The 
Party and Young Communist League dispatchcd nearly half 
of their membership to thc battlc fronts. Talented military 
leaders, men whosc heroic exploits are now legend, rose 
from thc ranks of the workers and pcasants. For over three 
years thc Soviet Republic batlled against the furious on- 
slaught of the united forces of the imperialist marauders and 
interna! counter-revolution. The people faced and sunnount- 
ed terrible hardships and incredible difficiilties. The cliief cit- 
ies were on short rations, and for inany months the workcrs 
were issued only a riuarler of a pound of bread a day. Therc 
was a shortage of raw materials and fuel, and uhatever sup- 
plics werc available could not be transported due to dis- 
location of thc transport .systcm. Most of the faetories stood 
idlo. But led by the Communist Party, the Soviet people and 
their Red Army, displaying miracles of heroism, selfless 
enthusiasm, fidelity to principle and boundless de- 
votion to the great ideals of socialism, \verc able to save the 
world’s First socialist state. 
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Every imperialist atleinpt lo wipe out the “Riissian 
bridgehead” and stifle the yoiing Soviet Republic encoun- 
tered resolute resistance from the working class abroad. A 
movemenl of support for the Soviet people swept the capi- 
talist countries, and Hands-otT-Russia committees came into 
being. Among the intervention troops there was a mounting 
demand to be sent home, and frecpient instanccs of rofusal 
to fight Soviet Riissia. A mLitiny in protest against the in¬ 
tervention broke out in tlie Fronch fleet in the Black Sea. 
Many Chinese, Himgarian, Polisli, Vugoslav, Finnish and 
other revohitionaries joined the Red Army’s International 
battalions. Under the influence of the Great Oetoter Social¬ 
ist Revolution there took plače the Finnish workers’ revolii- 
tion of Jamiary 1918, the German revolution of November 
1918, the Hungarian proletarian revolution of March 1919, 
and the establishment of the Bavarian Soviet Republic in 
April 1919. Ali these revolutionary actions wcre of substan- 
tial assistance to the young Soviet Republic in Russia. The 
vvorkers of ali countries regarded the defence of the Russian 
revolution as their own vital cause, as their International 
duty in the struggle against Capital. This was a glowing 
manifestation of the vitality and effectivoncss of proletarian 
internationalism. 

The vietorv' of the Soviet people ovor the interventionist 
and Whiteguard forces in the Civil War represented a ma¬ 
jor inilitary and political defeat for world imperialism. and 
demonstrated the great intrinsic strength and invincibility 
of the young Soviet Republic. 

The vietorious struggle of the Soviet people provided strik- 
ing confirniation of Lenin’s famous dictum: “No nation can 
1^ defeated if the majority of its vvorkers and peasants have 
learned, felt and seen that they are defending their own, 
Soviet powcr—the power of the vvorking people--that they 
are fighting in a cause the triumph of which will enable 
them and their childrcn to enjoy ali the benefits of culture, 
ali the fruits of human labour.” {Works, Vol. 29, p. 292.) 
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ir. THE BUILDING OF SOCIALISM 
IN THE U.S.S.R.—THE CHIEF RESULT 
OF THE OCrOBER REVOLUTION 

5. To Ihc hcroic vvorking class and labouring poasantrv 
of Riissia, who hacl overthrown imperialist yoke and. in 
Lenin’s expression, eoncpiered tlieir c<)iinlry from the rich 
for the poor, fell tho pfreat liisloric mission of building the 
world’s first socialist soeiety. 

With no exaniple or pattern to follow, and undaiinted by 
the formidable diffieulties facing tlicni, the Soviet people 
boldly set oiit along the nncbarted path of building tlic ncw 
life. They blazed the trail to a brighter fiiture for ali inan- 
kind, and demonstrated to the \vorld that the experience 
of socialist construction in the U.S.S.R., in its concrele 
historical setting, eonlains cerlain features and laws of 
viclorioiis socialist revolution and the building of socialist 
society that are applicable to ali countries. 

The programnie of socialist construction was .-.ciiMitifical- 
ly elaborated by V. I. Lenin, leader of the Party and the peo¬ 
ple. The theoretical foundation of that programnie was 
Lenin’s proposition that socialism could triurnph first in a 
few countries, or cven in one singlc country. 

Lenin’s plan of socialist reconstruction envisaged clim- 
ination of Russia’s technical and economic backwardness 
and the building of a socialist economy. which would pro- 
vide the new socicty with the most Progressive material and 
technical base. It envisaged the country’s transformation 
into a mighty industrial power which, by developing ali 
branchcs of the economy, would ensure the population a 
high standard of living. The core of lliis plan was socialist 
industrialization, for only heavy industry, and particularly 
engineering, could .serve as the foundation for reorganizing 
ali other branohes of the economy, including agriculture. 
This was the only way of enhancing the country’s economic 
might, ensuring its effective defence and building socialism. 
Lenin attached special importance to electrification: ‘Tf 
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Russia becomes covered by a densc notwork of electric power 
stations and powerfiil technical installations,” he said, 
“inir conuniinist eoononiio development will beconie a model 
for a fulurc socialist Europc and Asia.” {Works, Vol. 31, 
p. 486.) 

One of the kev elements in Lenin’s plan was the social- 
i.st reorganization of the coiinlry’s baokward and fragmen- 
tizod agriciillure throiigh rncthods Ihat wcre “simplc, under- 
slandable and accessiblc to the peasantrv,” that is, through 
voluntary organization of pcasant producing cooperatives, 
or collectivization, and the gradual siipply of modem tna- 
chincry. 

The cuUural revolution, the training of skilled personnel 
for ali fields of eeonomic and cidliiral endeavour, was an or- 
ganic part of Lenin’s plan. For Lenin ernphasized that en- 
lisling the masses to share in the development of Science, 
engineering, culliire and the administration of the state w;is 
an indispensahle condition for bnilding .socialism. 

6. The bnilding of socialism in Russia was attendod hy 
incredible difficulties. For Russia was an econoniically back- 
\vard pcasant coiintry and, moreover, had to contend with 
the furioiis resistance of the overthrown exploiting classes, 
and was encircled by hostile capitalist countrios which 
tried to overthrow the Sovict Government by instigating 
sabotage and organizing counter-revolntionary plots and 
kulak rebellions. 

Whcn people refer to the “heritage" which Soviet power 
took over from tsarist Russia, they usually mean the 
extrcmely low Icvel of eeonomic development in 1913, 
the year preceding World War I. But actually the Soviet 
state did not rcceive even this pitiful “heritage”; it had 
been dcstroyed or plundered hy the German, U.S., Brit- 
ish, French, Japanese and other impcrialists who dragooned 
Russia into World War I and, after the victory of the 
.socialist revolution, imposed Givit War on the young Soviet 
Ropublic and hurled their interventionist armies against it. 
Their purposc was to dismember the Sovict Rcpublic, and 
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on the pre(ext of “saving Russia” the interventionists and 
Whitegnards loolcd, squandcrcd and sold ils wealth. Thcy 
rnined Riissia. Thoy wantod to see her lurned into so many 
colonies of tho imperialist powcrs. 

And llioiij^h in this frankly predatorv war ajijainst the 
world’s first workers’ socialist statc the imperialisls suf- 
fered niililary, moral and political dcfeat, thev manaj^ed to 
inflict severe daniaj^e on the nation’s eeonoiny, which hiirled 
it back scvcral deoadcs. IIeavy industry oulput in 1920 
was only a liltle more than one-sevenih of 1913. Iron oiii- 
piit was oniv 2.7 per ceni of pre-war, cement 2.4 per cent, 
soap 7.1 per cent, cotton textiles 4 per cent. Steel production 
was down lo 200,000 lons a year, the ecpiivalcnt of wh:it 
the Soviet Union now prodiices in less than two davs. 

The imperialists hoped that by obslructinpf normal tii's 
wi(h olher coimlries, orpfanizin^ an econornic hlockade and 
instigatin^ sabotage and counler-rcvolntionary adions 
within the coimtry, they conld disnipt socialist constniction 
and prevcnt the Soviet Republic from demonstratin<f to the 
workers of the \vorld, alreadv in those early years, the im- 
mense stiperiority of the socialist .system over the capitalist. 
They reckoncd that the Soviet Repnblic would not sncceed 
in rehabilitatinp; the economy, let alone developing it at a 
rapid pace. 

It was only by their own efforts and resonrces that the 
Soviet pcople coiild quickly čope \vith the incredible difficiil- 
ties catised by econornic dislocation, poverty and faminc, and 
embark on the road to socialism. 

Fiirthermore, the working class had not yet trained its own 
technical cadres, and a considerable section of the old tech- 
nical personnel were hostile to the Soviet system. This 
added to the difficulties of socialist constniction. 

I,a.stly, it was necessarv to break the frenzied resistance 
offcred hv hostile trends and {rrotips within the Partv it- 
sclf, the Trotskyites, Bukharinites, nationalist-deviationists, 
those covert ap[ents of the expIoitin£j classes defeated in the 
revolution. Ali these groups opposed the Party’s general line 
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Dnieper Hy(lropowiT Stalioii, 

of building socialism in llie U.S.S.R., sowcd disbelief in 
ilie possibility of socialism omcrging victorioiis and, to ali 
intents and piirposes, \vore dragging thc connlrv back to llie 
rcstoration of capitalism. The Parly Central Committee, 
headcd by V. I. Lenin, and after his death by J. V. Stalin, 
routed ali thcse anti-Party groups and United the Party into 
a solid, monolithic force wtiich confidcntly and successfully 
coped \vith ali the difficulties and hardships and led the 
country along the Leninist path of socialist construction. 

7. The Party’s general line, fornuilated by Lenin, of con- 
verting backward, agrarian Riissia into a mighty industrial 
power and bastion of socialism had the active and whole- 
hoarted support of thc pcoplc. At the same time, abolition 
of landlord and capitalist property and concentration of the 
key branches of thc economy in the hands of the state made 
it possible to bring into molion such powerful reserves for 
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firsl-born of socialist industrialization 


socialist reconstruction as \vcre al)SoliitL'ly unlhinkablc in 
capitalisl countries. 

The Communist Party avvakoncd and dirceled lo\vards a 
common goal the niiglily Creative energies of Ihe \vorking 
people. Soviet citizens conscinnslv conseriled to sacrifices, 
to a sul)stantial limitation of tlieir material and cultnral 
needs in the knowledge that there was no ulher way of qnick- 
Iy converting thcir country into a land of tirsl-class socialist 
indListry and large-scale mecliani/.cd socialist agricid- 
tiirc. And industrialization hrooked no delay: the sitr.ation 
did not permit the slightesl posiponeniont. The Soviet Union 
was like a beleaguered fortress: oither the workcrs and peas- 
ants woiild industrialize the cotintry in a short space of 
time, or it would he crushed by the new intervention the im¬ 
perialist aggressors wcre already preparing. 


In tile early fivo-vear plan pcriocis tlio wliole counlry, 
from end to end, was cnj^rossed in thc cntluisiastic construc- 
lion of ^if^aiilie socialist induslrios and in niaslering thc 
new technicpies. Tliotisands of new plants, wliolo indn.stries 
unknown to pre-revolntionary Rnssia wcrc hiiilt and piit into 
opcration in rccord time. New towns and indiistrial centres 
appcared on tlie map, new railways stretched for thousands 
of miles; new ('l(H'lric povver plants, mineš, blast furnaccs, 
Steel miliš, ali built by Soviet hands, began production. 

Successful completion of tbe early five-year programme 
transforrncd thc Soviet Union from an agrarian coimtry in¬ 
to an indiistrial one. Socialist indiistrv coiild now produce 
ali types of modem eguipment, supply thc c.ountry with 
first-class machines, and the Soviet Arniv with the latest 
types of \veapons. This was the llrst attempt in history to 
reorganize the economy and cnltnre of a va.st country along 
planned, socialist lines, and it sncceeded brilliantly. The 
bonrgeoisio had jeered at the “Bolshevik economic myth.'’ 
hoping that .socialist industrialization wonld fail dismally. 
•Nou' it feared the Soviet Union’s ascending niight. 

The advantages and efficacy of the Soviet, socialist eco¬ 
nomic system wcre now manifested \vith the iitmost claritv. 
The Soviet Union’s rapid economic development e.\erted an 
increasing influenci' on the \vholo \vorld. Ali the capitalist 
coLintrics were thcn plnngcd into the throes of the most pro- 
found economic crisis. It was a general crisis which rcduced 
the capitalist cconomy to a statc of iitler dislocation. The 
United States alone incurred a loss of 3(){),()00 million dollars 
in the crisis ycars of 1929-33. The decline in indiistrial 
oiitpiit for the whole of the capitalist world was 4-4 per cent: 
steci furnaces were put out, miliš and faetories ceased oper- 
ation, vvages fell, 25 million iineinployed walked the slreets 
in search of \vork and bread. Crop areas shrank. millions of 
farmers were riiined. Large quantities of food were barba- 
rously destroyed—biirned, thrown into thc sca—while work- 
ing people died ot starvation. Ali the evils of capitalism 
were laid bare, and its foundations shaken. 
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vSuccossfiil socialist construclion in tlie U.S.S.R. and the 
destnictive economic crisis in llie capitalist countries camc 
as an inevitable rcminder that capilalism was doomcd. 
Animated by Iheir class hatred for tlie land of socialisiii and 
apprehensive of ils rapid industrial dcvelopinent follnwing 
successful fulfilment of Ihc First Five-Year Plan, the inter- 
national imperialist forc.es, and primarily American and 
Britisb monopolists, began actively to support and arm 
(lerman fasc.ism, wbich ibev regarded, in tlie words of a re- 
actionary Britisb newspapcr, as “Furope’s reliablc sentincl 
against Ibe Communisl danger.” 

8. Tbe most difficult problem confronting the working 
class after tbe seiznre of politični power was tbe socialist 
reorganizalion of agricullnre. Tbis was to bc accomplisbed 
by bringing tbe individual peasaiit farmers inlo cooper- 
atives and slarling large-scale stale farms. Tbis implied a 
vcritablc revolution in tbe economv, way of life and men- 
tality of millions of peasants. Tbe Čommunist Partv solved 
ali Ibc difficiilties allending tbe reorganizalion of peasant 
farming along cooperative lines. II convinocd tbe peasant 
masses tbat collective farming based on mecbanizalion was 
tbe only palb to prosperily and cultiire. Tbe desperate re- 
sistance of tbe kulaks, tbeir attempts to organize anti- 
Soviet uprisings and terror against collcctive-farm activists, 
Party and Soviet oflicials, made it necessary for tbe Soviel 
stale to climinatc tbe kulaks as a class, deprive tbem of 
tbeir means of production wbicb, togetber witb tbeir land, 
were turned over to tbe collective farms. 

Tbe collective-farm system triiimpbed tbrougboiit tbe 
coimtry. Tbe peasantry, tbe bulk of tbe population, defmitely 
took tbe socialist patb. Tbis meant tbat puhlic, social¬ 
ist property and ncw socialist relations of production bad 
taken firm root in agriculture, tbe biggost segment of tbe 
economy wbere private property of tbe means of production 
bad bitberto dominated. Subsequent devclopments furnisbed 
conclusive proof tbat collective farming was greatly superi- 
or to tbe old system of small individual peasant farms. 
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A veritable cultural revoliition was carried out in these 
yoars of cxlended socialist oilensivc along thc entire front. 
The c.ounlry was covcred wilh a nctwork of schools, cultu- 
ral centros, uiiivcrsitics and colleges. Primary education 



I'arnic'rs of thc 28th June Collcctive Farni, Novo-Ivanovo Disfrict, thc 
Ukrainc, rcceive a State Deed transferririg lancl for their free use 

in perpetuity 

was niade compiilsory. \vith tiiition in thc langiiagcs of the 
various nationalities. General cultural standards grew 
markedly liighcr. The expericnce of the U.S.S.R. thus con- 
firmed Lenin’s prediction Ihat only after winning political 
povver could the proletariat creale the necessary conditions 
for rapid cultural advancenient of the entire people. 

9. For the Soviet people, thc building of socialism was the 
cliief result of the Great Oetober Socialist Revolution. 
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The vidory of socialism wr()ught a cliange in llie life of 
tlie counlry, in its cconomy, culture and custoras, and 
brought about iicw class and national rcdalionsbips. Wilb 
Ihe al)olilion of private property of Iho iiieans of production 
and exchange, and Ihc cslablisliment of pul)lic socialist prop- 
orly, expIoitalion of man by man and the causes wbic]i give 
riso to it wero compkdely eradicatcd. For the first time in 
many thonsands of years, Ihe producers of material valiies, 
the toilers, were working for Ihcir own benefit, for tlic 
bonefit of their socialist society, and not for parasitic ex- 
ploiters. After many centuries of economic, social and 
national enslavement of the majority by a minority of ex- 
ploiters, the workers, poasants and working intellectnals— 
the men and womcn of labonr—became the mastcrs of the 
c.oimtry. 

The vvorking class incroascd subslantially and attained 
higher cultural and technical levels. Its very nature had 
changed; formerly a class deprived of the mcans of produc¬ 
tion and cornpelled to seli its labonr power to tbe exploiters, 
it now posscssed, jointly with othor scctions of the peoplc, 
ali the mcans of production and \vorked in socialist indns- 
try. 

The labouring peasantrv ceased to be a class of siiiall 
private property owners; it now comprised a collectivc-farm 
community, its wcll-bcing based on collectivc labonr and 
collective property. 

There arose and developcd also a ncw, Sovict intelli- 
gentsia, stemming from the workers and peasants and in¬ 
tima tely linked with the people, whose fnndamental intcr- 
ests it profoundly understood and faithfully -served. 

These changes in the class structure of society scrved to 
strengthen the alliance of the \vorking class and peasantry 
and made for a moral and political unity of the people that 
had no precedent anywherc. For this was the first societv 
known to history which was not divided into hostile classes, 
but represented a close-knit community with common 
interests and common aims. And this moral and political 


29 



unity bccame a major factor in the development of socialist 
society. 

Socialist construclion rcmoved one of the age-old evils 
inherited from tsardom—the economic and cullural back- 
wardncss of the nations inliabiting the U.S.S.R. Capilal- 
ism had denicd Ihem ali riglits and doomed thcrn to cxtinc- 
tion; now thcy coiild rise to full stature and build thcir life 
anew. Boiirgeois nations werc transformed into socialist 
nations, iinited by enduring friendship and fraternal co- 
opcralion. Modom industry \vas established in ali the 
Union Repiiblics, and skilled workors and professionals 
werc trainod from among the indigcnous popiilation. A new 
culture took shapc—national in form and socialist in con- 
tent. 

Solution of the national problem in the U.S.S.R. effective- 
ly refuted the old colonialist lie abonl “inferior” nations 
and domonstrated boyond ali doubt tliat not only “chosen” 
nations, but ali nations, regardless of racial and other differ- 
ences, were fully capable of indcpendenlly shaping their 
destinics. Ali that is required is to relcasc the Creative en- 
crgies of the people, as the October Socialist Revolvition 
did in the U.S.S.R. 

The Great October Socialist Revolulion was the first to 
bring the working people not only political and cconomic 
rights, but material bonofits as well. For it did not confine 
itself to freoing the workingman and peasant, but created 
the conditions for a stcady rise in living standards, and not 
merely for a particular class or a particular section of the 
population, but for ali working people of town and country. 

The victory of socialism brought with it an uninterrupted 
rise in standards of living. It did away with unemploy- 
ment and with the worker’s fear of the morrow. The social¬ 
ist slate not only proclaimed the right to work, education, 
rest and leisurc, and maintenanco in old age, but provided 
the means needed for the excrcise of these rights. The so¬ 
cialist system emancipated woman, granted her full equal- 
ity in ev€ry sphere of puhlic and political life, and numer- 



oiis opportunities for aclive parlicipalion in thc conntry’s 
laboiir eITf)rt and in tlic education of Ihc voiilli; il iin|)arti'd 
a new dignity to mothcrliood. II radically changed the status 
of the youtli, opening to thc young people of ali nalionali- 
tics wide vistas in education, occupational Iraining, Creative 
endeavoiir and initiative. 

Boiirgeois idcologists propliesied that the huilding of so- 
cialism would fail as bcing contrary to “unalterable 
human nature.” Man, thev assertcd, was by his very 
nature an individualist and hcnce was opposed to 
colleclivism in any shapc or form. The bourgeoisie and its 
philosophers denied the very p()ssibility of evolving a new, 
socialist morality based on eooperalion and mutual assist- 
ancc of men frced from exploitation. Realilies, ho\vever, re- 
fuled ali these malicious invenlions of the advocates of the 
old svstem. The socialist revolntion signified a Cardinal 
change in man’s economic status, and this led to a deep- 
going change in his inentality and moral outlook, and in 
social and pcrsonal rclations. 

Outstanding expressions of this new morality are Sovict 
palriolisin, llie soci.aiisl allilude lo labour and puhlic prop- 
erty. The new attiliide to labour and society engendered a 
movemenl ntterlv inconceivable in the capilalist \vorld, the 
socialist emulation movement, \vhich aims at raising labour 
productivity and multiplying the \veallh of the nalion. The 
socialist emulation movement is one of the distinctive fea- 
tures of the greatest revolntion in human history—labour, 
which for centuries was regarded as an onerous and menial 
burden, became a niatter of hononr, a badge of (]ignily. 

Peaceful socialist construction in the U.S.S.R. was inter- 
rupted by thc perfidious attack of imperialist Nazi Germanv, 
backed by thc mililary ])otential of practically the whole of 
oceupied Eiirope. The war brought our people measureless 
hardship, but it demonslraied the slrengih and invincibi1ity 
of the new, socialist society built in the U.S.S.R., and the 
indomitable špirit of the new men and women reared by the 
Communist Party in the process of socialist construction. 
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m. THE HEROISM OF THE SOVIET PEOPLE 
IN 'J’HE GKEAl' PATKIOTIE WAR 

10. Wc)rl(l \Viir II w;is tinlcashcd by German fascism, biit 
German fascism was only tho most rabid and predalory 
delachnienl of world imperialisni. And irnperialism as a 
wlu)le, as a systeni of society, mnsl boar rcsporisibilily for 
Ihe deaih of tons of millions, for Ibe tears, blood and lor- 
menl of lumdreds of millions more, and for llic destrnction 
of ineslimable material and cultural values, tlie. labonr of 
many jjenerations. 

Ttic iniperialists of the U.S.A., Britain and France, in 
defiance of the national interests of tlieir peoples, spent bil- 
lions of dollars in lielpinp' tlio German monopolies nnrture 
Mitlerism and arm the Nazi liordes. They encouraged the 
Nazi ag^ressors when tliey laid claim to Anstria and 
Czechoslovakia, egged them on to advancc closer to the 
Soviet frontiers, and rej('clcd every Soviet proposal for a 
joint rebufT to the Nazi invader. 

Even when it bec.amc perfectly clear that the Nazi hordes 
represented a niortal menace to the freedom and independ- 
ence of ali nations, for prior to the attack on the U.S.S.R. 
Hitler Germany had overrun eleven European countries, 
aniong llierii Frajice, \vhose army was considered one of 
the strongest in Enropc, and threatened to crnsh Britain— 
even at that time the iniperialists stili hoped to repair their 
fortimes at the expense of the Soviet Union ivlicn it was at- 
tacked by the Nazis. 

The U.S., British and French imperialists counted on the 
\var weakening their German rivals and either destroyingor 
hopelcssly weakening the Soviet Union. And when that hap- 
pened, they woii!d dictate terms of peace to both vietor and 
vancpiished. But events took a different course. 

The Great Patriotic War demonstrated the correetness of 
the Party’s far-seeing policy of accelerated socialist con- 
struction. For the Soviet Union was able to withstand the 
onslaught of Nazi Germany and her allies precisely be- 
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cause it carried oul, in record Ume and under thc Party’s 
Icadership, its plan of industrializalion, af^riculliiral col- 
lectivization and cultural revolution. In response to the 
Party’s appeal, the Soviet people rose to a man in this Great 
Patriotic War, and by their heroic strugglc foiled ali tln- 
designs of the Nazis and their insligators. 

The Patriotic War was the most difficult and brntal of 
any our coiintry had to fight. Espccially severe were the or- 
deals that fell to onr people in the early stages of the war. 
Nazi Germany and her allics werc fully armed; thc Nazis 
had two years of war expcrience, were backed by the eco- 
nomic potential of praclically the whole of Eiiropc, thcy had 
the temporary advantage of siiddcn attack. Our troops were 
compelled to wage difficult rctrcating battles. The cneniy 
broke through to our vital areas. The country was in mor- 
tal danger. But thesc grim ordeals did not brcak the špirit 
of the Soviet Armed Forces, nor the stamina of our 
people. They did not shake th('ir implicit faith in the 
Iriumph of their righteous cause. Led by the Partv of Lenin, 
the people lurncd the country into a bastion. Soviči pa- 
triots started a powerful partisan movement behind the 
cnemy lines. 

llitler’s blitzkrieg plan was foiled in thc opening engage- 
ments of the war, in which his armies sustained heavv 
los.ses. Their defcal on the approaches to Moscow in Decem¬ 
ber 1941 was their fir.st major rcverse in World War 11. Avcar 
later the Battlc of Stalingrad shovved the w()rld that tln* 
dawn of victory was rising. Nalions cnslaved by the Nazis 
or threatened by enslavcment followed the titanic struggie 
of thc Soviet people and its Armed Forces wilh hope and 
confidence, for in the Soviet Union they saw a decisive force, 
one capable of halting and destroying the fascist hordes, and 
saving mankind and its civilization frorn thc brown plague. 

The United States and Britain concluded treaties 'with 
the U.S.S.R. for joint action against Germany, promising 
to open the second front in Western Europe in 1942. Had 
that pledge becn honoured, thc war would have bcen won 
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muoli c'.'irlier and millions of lives and iramensc material 
and cLiltural values would havo been savcd. But, in contrast 
to tile Soviet Union, which in tlie most difficult conditions 
did everything it coidd to help its Allies and hasten the day 
of victory, the U.S. and British govevnnients used every 
inanner ol j)ix'text to poslpoiic the seeoiid front, Tlie SovieL 
people, tlieir y\rnied I'orce.s and partisan delachments, bore 
tlie cduef burden in the war against the Nazis. 

In battles uniiialcheil for .'icopc, aloiig a front stretcliing 
from the Arctic to the Black Sea, the Soviet Army worc 
down the enemy forces and after the battle of Belgorod and 
Kursk in the summer of 19-13 drove tlie Nazis westward, 
crushing thcir manpower and materiel by its hainmer blows. 

When it l)i'eaine evident ttiat tlie So\iet Army could de- 
leat Nazi Ciermanv unaided and bring deliverance to the 
enslaved peoples of Eiirope, the U.S.A. and Britain landed 
tlieir troops in France in Juiie 19-1-1. But even after that, 
the American and British iinperialists \vere eoncerned not 
so mučil with advaticing into Geruiany from the We.st. as 
vitli penetrating into the Balkans, \vhere the peoples of 
^ ugoslavia and olher countries, heartened and strengthcned 
by Soviet vietories, vere successfidlv combatiiig the Nazis 
and tlieir aocomplices. This tactic of our Allies enabled the 
Ucniian conunand, vilhout removing troojis from Ihe Sovii.d 
front, to pierce, vitli relatively small forces, the Anglo- 
American front in the Ardennes in the closing days of 1914. 
The Allied armies vere faced vitli disaster, and Primc 
Minister Churchill, in a message to the head of the Soviet 
Government, J. V. Stalin, anxiously appcaled for a new 
olTensive on the Soviet-German front to help the Anglo- 
American forces otit of this difficult position. 

The Soviet Arniy had only just complcted its big vinter 
offensive, and vealher conditions vere unfavourable, yet 
J. V. Stalin replied on the next day, Jamiary 7, 1945, that, 
in viev of the Allied position in the West, the Soviet High 
Conimand had decided to accelerate preparations, and, re- 
gardless of the vealher, mount a largc-scale offensive along 
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thc cntire ('cnlral Front not hiter tlian tlie secornl lialf of 
Janiiary. The Soviet offensive began a woek later. It ex- 
tended from the Carpatliians to the Ballic, and foreed tlio 
German High Command to rcmove some of thcir troops 
from the West in order to savc their position on the Eastei n 
front. 

On Fehruary 23, 1945, Churchill addressed this mcssago 
to Stalin; “The Red Army celebrates its twonty-sevonth an- 
nivcrsarv amid triiimphs which have won thc imstintcd ap- 
plause of their Allies and have sealed the doom of German 
riiilitarisni. Future generalions will acknovledge their deht 
to the Rod Army as unreservedly as do we who have lived 
to witncss thcsc proiid achievenients.” 

The British and American soldiers and peoplc followed 
thc tinal Soviet offensive with a feeling of admiration. In 
combination with U.S. and British operations, it compclled 
Nazi Gerniany to surrender iinconditionallv. Joinl Allied 
aelion soon resultcd in the defcat of imi)erialist Japan as 
well. 

An immense contribution to that victory \vas made l)y thc 
heroic people of China, who for many years had valiantly 
fought the Japanese aggressor. In Angust 1945, the Soviet 
forces delivered tludr crushing t)low at thc elite of the Japa¬ 
nese army in Northeast China, thereby fnlfilling their Inter¬ 
national duty and sealing wilh blood the firm fraternal al- 
liance of the Soviet and Chinese pcoples. 

11. The labour effort of our workers, collective farmers 
and intellectuals during the Grčat Patriotic \Var is withoiit 
parallcl. In complex and difficult conditions, they carried 
out thc prodigious task of converting the econoiny for war 
production, evaciiating indiistry from thc war zone to the 
heart of the country and organizing mass production of 
tanks, aireraft, artillcry, mortars and ali other types of 
arms and equipment needed for the front. 

The war brought out ali the heroism inherent in thc So¬ 
viet people. Everyone was animated by a desire to provide 
everything required for the front, for victory. 
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The war afjainst fascist aggrcssion ended in victory for 
tlie Soviel social and polilical systeni, creatod by thc Grčat 
Oetober Socialist Revolution, for thc world’s most Progres¬ 
sive ideology, thc socialist idcology. The war revcaled with 
grealer clarity than cver the siipcriority of thc Soviet 
systcm over capitalism. The socialist system of cconomv. 
the moral and political unity of Soviet society, founded 
on the inviolable alliance of tlie working class 
and peasantry, and friendship of thc Soviet nations—these 
were the sources of the Soviet Unioids indestnictible 
might. 

The Comrnunist Party inspired and organized this vic- 
tory over Nazi Gcrrnany and imperialist Japan. The Party 
sent millions of its fincst sons to thc battle fronts, whcre 
they set ari examplc of boundless loyalty and high sense 
of duty. Thcy were the heart and soul of cvery combat unit. 
Parly members enjoyed high prestige; Soviet soldiers con- 
sidered it a great honour to go into battle as Party mem¬ 
bers. Despite heavy losses, Party member.ship during the 
war inereased by 1 ,'600,000. 

The Party cxplaincd to thc peoplc thc just charaeter and 
noble airns of tlie war. It united and direeted the coiintry’s 
war efforl, and it was thanks to the leadership of the Partv 
and its Central Committec tliat thc- Soviet peoplc emerged 
the vietors. 

12. Mankind will never forget the contribution of the 
Soviet peoplc and thcir Armed Forccs in this patriotic war 
against fascism. The Soviet Armed Forccs carried out thcir 
liberatingmission with credit, delivering the pcoples of many 
countries from Nazi bondagc. The vietorious advance of 
the Soviet Army merged with the broad movenient for na- 
tional liberation in the oceupied lands. Czcchoslovak and 
Polish units, Viigoslav and Albanian partisans and, in thc 
later stages of thc war, Riimanian and Bulgarian troops, 
ali fought shoulder to shoulder with the Soviet Army. Thcir 
comradeship-in-arms was sealed with the blood shed in the 
common stniggle. A substantial contribution to the defeat 
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tlu‘ fiisclst llit' Soviči peopic iiphcld tlicir 

frccdoni and iridopcndciicc 

The pliotograph s}iows Ihc Vicl()ry Parade held in M()scow’s Red 

Squarc 



Victorv salute in Red Square, Mos(:ow 





c)f N.-izi Germany was madc by the peoples of France, 
Brila in, llie U.S.A. and olhor countrics of thc anti-Hitlcr 
coalition. 

Tile siiccessful oulcnme of the Grčal Patriotic War sifjni- 
fied the complete collapse of the secorid imperialist on- 
slaiif>ht on oiir country and exerted a potent influence on 
post-war hislory. It liad p-reater repercnssions than anv oth- 
er war of liberalion. The prestige of the Soviet Union and 
ils i)art in solving international probleins were great!y en- 
hanced. 

Tlie (lefeal of Hitler's reactionarv' accotnpliccs crealed 
the condilions for thc establishment of people’s democratic 
syslem in a number of countrics and strongly influenced the 
national-liberation striiggle in thc colonics. As a resull, thc 
forces of socialisin and dcmocracy grcw in slrength and 
scopc, whilc imperialism and reaclion found thcir positions 
contraeled and weakcned. 

13. riaving roiilcd thc Nazi aggrcssors and tiphcld their 
frcedoni and indcpendencc, llie Soviet pcopic wcre ablc to 
rcstimc tlic huilding of comniiinism. The German invaders 
had caiised immeasurable damage to the economy: 1,710 
towns and over 70,000 villages werc in ruins; some 32,000 
industrial enterprises had bcen blown up or burned; miliš 
which before thc war accounlcd for aboiit 60 per cent of thc 
nalion’s sleci oulpiil and mineš accounling for more Ihan 
60 per ceni of lolal coal output were wrecked. The damage 
lo agriciillure was colossal. The invading army looted and 
caused scrioiis damage lo 98,000 collcctivc farms, 1,876 
slale farms and 2,890 machine and traclor stations. The 
loss from direct dcslruclion of property amounlcd to the 
staggering sum of 679,000 rnillion rubles. But thc greatest 
loss was thc millions of Soviet citizens who peri.shed in the 
war. 

Losses of this magnitude would have hurled back any 
capitalist cmmlrv, even the biggest, for many years and 
made it dependent on other imperialist countrics. Imperi¬ 
alist politicians and ideologists in the U.S.A. and 'VVestern 
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F.uropo believed that lliat w()iil(l bo tbo fatc of tho Soviot 
Union. That bopo did not maleriali/.o. 

Nolwillistandino- ali iniporialisl niaoliinalions and a(- 
lempts to retard Sovict economic devolopnient, our workino- 
l)ooplo wero ablc to consolidato tbo victorv of tlioir social 
svstom, assiiro its continin-d slrenullionino; ;ind dovelop- 
inent, and crcato tho conditions nooossarv for tho siiccoss- 
fid advance to conimunism. 


IV. THE RE.SIJLTS 

OF P()ST-WAK SOCIALIST CONSTKUCTION 
AND THE TASKS OF THE SOVJE1' PFOIM.E 
L\ THE si’iu!(;(;le for COMMLLMS.M 

14. Tho social and stalo systom of our socialist country, 
which in wartime laid opon its ino.\haustible possibilitios 
and donionstratod its decisivo suporiority ovor capitalism in 
organizirifj tho war econoniv and niobilizinp- rc.sourcos to 
achieve victorv. likowise liolpod in tho posl-\var period rap- 
idly to hoal tho wounds of war, to rostoro an I dcvclop ali 
the branches of the naiional oconomy. 

In cpiick, tiino, tho offort and supromo onor"y of tho So- 
viet people rostorod ali that tbo onoinv bad dos1roy('d - tho 
vcorks and factorios, p()Wor stations and niinos, colloctivo 
and statc farins, rnachirio and lract(jr stations, and towns 
and villapres in tho Riissian Fodoration, tlio Ukraino, Bvoh'- 
russia, Lithuania, I.alvia, Kstonia and Moldavia. Sucb 
major industrial gianls as tho Zaporozhstal Iron and Steel 
Works, tho Krainatorsk Enp-ineorinp' \Vorks, and tho Stalin¬ 
grad and Kharkov tractor works roso again from rtiins and 
ashos. So did the Dniepor Hydropowor Station, the first dc- 
velopment of tbo fivo-year plans. The heroic cilios of Lenin¬ 
grad, Stalingrad, Sovastopol and Odossa ha ve rison, grown, 
and bocomo moro boantiful Ihan bofore. At tho samo tirno, 
there sprang up new factories, new poNverfid <dcctric stations 
and mineš, new modom lowns and workers’ settlements. 



Tlic Foiirth jjnd Fifth Five-Year Plans, succossfully ful- 
filled, liavc onabled llic Soviči Union to leave thc prc-war 
production Icvel far beliind. In 1956, towards the close of 
the first post-war decadc, oiir connlry’s industrial outpnt 
\vas 3.5 tiriic.s ^rt\'iUT Ihan in 1940. Tbc over-all 1957 in¬ 
dustrial oulput e.vceeds the 1913 oiitput 33 tirncs, with the 
production of mcans of production increasing 74 times. 
Parlicidarly rapid proffrcss is bcinfj made by the Sovict 
('iifrinccrin«^ and nicial-workinp; indii.strics, whoso otitpiil 
this year will exceed the 1913 output 200 times. 

As a rcsult of the rapid priority dcvelopmcnt of hcavy 
industry, the production of nicans of production made up 
mor(' than 70 per cent of the total 1956 industrial outpi.d. 
as af^ainst 3.3 per cent in 1913. This opened up possibilities 
for a simultaneous development of consumer goods pro¬ 
duction. The 1957 output of consumer goods in our countrv 
will exceed the 1913 figure 13 times. The as.sortment of 
consumer goods is groudn^- ;ind their cpialilv is improving. 
The country’s industrial and technical might enables the 
Soviet people to make cver fuller and belter use of their 
trcmendoLis economic rescTves and natiiral resources. 

Soviet agricidtiire has also changed radically. I.arge 
collective farms equippcd with up-to-date machinery have 
taken the plače of the 25 million small peasant households 
Ihai exislcd iii the U.S.S.R. on the eve of collectivizalion. 
By 1957 Sovict agriculture had 1,577 thousand traetors (in 
terrns of 15-li.p. imits), 385,000 grain harvester combines, 
631.000 niolor lorries and rnillions of other agriculliirai 
rnachines. The socialist transformation of agriculture, while 
reducing the number of people engaged in farming, has 
made it [)ossible greatly to inerease the output of farming 
produce. The total crop area has inereased more 
than 50 per cent compared with 1913, the area under 
wheat inereasing almost 100 per cent, under indus¬ 
trial crops 170 per cent, and under cotton and sugar beet 
200 per cent. Not only thc crop areas have grown. The ef- 
ficicncy of agriculture and the vields have ,grown as welL 
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Blast furnacc of the Iron and Steel Works in Dniei)ru])etrovsk 


Soviet Science has contribiitcd f>Teatly to tlie. technical 
propfress of oiir countrv. Soviot sciciitists liave sh()wn tlioir 
škili in solvinij coniplex seierilifie and leclinii'al probleins at 
short notice. Their outstandin^j acbievcnicnts in niatae- 
inatics, inechanies, physics, ch€mistry and electronies bave 
enablcd us to solve the most difficiilt probleins of devolop- 
in^ power enpjineerinp;, inaeliine-buildinp'. melalliir<^y, radio 
engineering, automation and tclemeclianios, to introduce new 
industrial machineryand evolvehighly efficient technologies. 
In 1954, the world’s first atomic power station was put 
into operation in the Soviet Union and more aloniie sta- 
tions are under construction at present. The world’s most 
powerful accelerator—a proton synchrotron—has lieon 
built. The developnient of inter-continental ballistic niis- 
siles and missile launchers is a major triurnph of Soviet 
Science and engineering. 

Thanks to the heroic labour effort of the Soviet people, 
direeted by the vanguard of the people, the Commiinist Par- 
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ty, our coiintrv li;is come to be ono of tlto cconomicallv 
slronpfost powcrs. The Sovict Union’s share in worlcl imlus- 
trial oulput has risen from 2-3 per cent in 1917 to about 
20 pcr cent at present. The U.S.S.R ranks first in Europe 
and socond in thc vvorid for tbe voluino of industrial prf)- 
duclion. 

The experienco of tbe U.S.S.R. and the other socialist 
coiintries shows Ihal iindor socialisin, free as it is from tbe 
cankerous sorcs and vices of capitalism, production devel- 
ops much faster than imdcr capitalism. Thanks to the ad- 
vantages of the socialist svstem thc Soviet Union is rapidlv 
calcliin^ iip the leadintj capitalist coiintries in per capitn 
production. In 1913 our country’s per capita industrial oul¬ 
put was 13 to 14 times smallerthan that of the U.S.A. In 1937 
it was 6.5 times smaller. Today, it is onIy 2.G times smaller. 
TIuis, the "aji between our coimlry’s per capila industrial 
output and that of thc United States has shrunk five-fold. 
This attests to the profoiind truth of Lenin’s prcdiction, who 
said that we “shall succeed in catchin<>- up other states at 
a rate of which thev never drcanied.” {Works, Vol. 33, pp. 
354-55.) 

15. Socialisin bas openod up immense scope for the steady 
rise of living and cultural standards. The further cnhance- 
rnent of thc vvclfarc of ali sections of the working people 
is a major achievement of post-war socialist development. 

Just as in the pre-war vears, the Soviet Union has no 
unemployment. This year the mean total of workers and 
other emplovees in the Soviet national economy will exceed 
52.5 million, over four times more Ihan in 1913. After the 
Soviet Union built socialism, it stamped out the poverty 
obtaining for the bulk of workers and pcasants in tsarist 
Russia. 

Prior to the Second World War and in the post-\var pe¬ 
riod, the real wages of the workers and other employees have 
inereased steadily. At present the standard of living of the 
Vk'orking people is .several-fold higher than in 1913, consid- 
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rrin^ froe ciliicjilion nnd froe niedical s(>rvici's, pcnsions, 
bonefits and other f^ranls and alUnvancos paid out of stale 
fimds, and alsn thc reduced v/orkintj hours. Al tlie same time 
Ute real incornes of tlie lahotirin," peasants liave also riseti 
beyond cornpare over Ihe pre-revolulionary levcl. 

lil rcccnt years llie uap-es of lovv-paid \\'orkcrs and olber 
cniployecs bave been raised, old a"e and disabknnciil jien- 
sions pToatlv increased, llie leaves of expeelanl mothors and 
diiring confiiiciTicnl lenp-thcnod, and tiiition fees at oslablisli- 
nionts of hipdier loaniinp- and in socondarv scliools abolisiKal. 
r,f)ntni()dity consnmpiion bas increased cv('r\'\\licrc. Soviel 
pcople eat better, dress better and enjov p’rcaU r ciiltnral 
facililies. 

The socialist revolntit)n piit nn end to tbe ednealional ino- 
nopoly of llio propertied classcs. Ignorance and illilcracv 
aniong tbe \vorking p('ople is now a niatter rd tbe dislant 
past. AH possible facilities bavc been developed to provide 
cbildren and yonng people witb a secondarv and bigber edu- 
cation. At proseni, more lliari bO niillion people are engaged 
in varions tvpes of stnd\’. Over fonr million stiideiits, 
as against 182 tboiisaiid in It) 13, are eiirolled in bigiter ednea- 
tional establishments and secondarv professional sebools. 

Tbe spiritnal wealtb of Soviet societv is miiltiplving 
steadily. Literature, and ari are llonrisbing. Tbev mirror tbe 
ricb spiritn.al world of tbe Soviid man, tbe bnildt'r of coniinn- 
nism—bis singleness of purpose and Iofty bnmanism, and 
play an iniportant part in tbe comnmnist education of tbe 
working people. 

Tbe oceupational, scieiitific, tecbnical and practical skills 
of tbe vvorkors and peasants bave developed immeasm ablv. 
More tban six million spc-cialists vvitli a bigber or secondarv 
Professional education are ernploved atpresentin our nation- 
al economy, whercas in 1913 there vvere less tban 200,000 
such specialists. Todav 240,000 scieiitists, or almost 21 limes 
as many as in tsarist times, work at bigber educational 
instilutions and researeb establisbnients. 
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In 1057 alonc, the coiintry gradiiated inore than 770,000 
specialists \vitli a higher or secondary profcssional educa- 
calion. Gradiialion of sptvialisls wiili a liigher ediication Iias 
Increased 21 timos comparod willi tli',' pre-rcvolutionary pe¬ 
riod. Sneli rates of Iraining are nnknowii to any of tlie cap- 
ttalist coiiiitrio.s. This is adrnitted even by the evil-wishers 
of lile Soviet Union. The niimeroiis and skillt'd arniy of sci- 
(niisls and engineers lielp.s io solve tlie most coTTiple.K prob- 
lenis in Science and technologv more rapidly than in tlie 
leading caiiitalist coiinlries. 

The niedical servic('s liave iniproved radieallv. In pre- 
revt)liitionary Rn.^^sia lliere \vas one pbv.sieian per 10,000 
populalion, whereas in the U.S.S.R. today there are 17 (more 
than in the U.S.A.); Ihero were 10 liosintal bods per 10,000 
popnlation, ubile there are 70 iodav. Medical Services are 
rendered free of charge. In the eveiil of sickness workcrs 
and other cmpIoyees receive an allowance. 

As a residi of higher living siandards and llie frnitfni 
work of the Soviet pnblie health svsleni the health of the 
popnlation bas iniproved steeply and the dcath-rate has fal- 
len. The dealli-rate in tsarist Rnssia was more than t\vice 
that of the U.S.A. and Britain, and 50 per cent higher than 
thal of France. The present dealh-rale in the U.S.S.R. is 
mneh lower, and the natnral popnlation inerease higher, 
than in these eoiintries. The average life sjiaii in the U..S.S.R. 
has greatly inereased compared with tsarist Rnssia. 

Onr toUMis and \illag('s have lieeii improv('d. In spit(> of 
the trernendous damage cairsed by the First World War, 
the Civil War, and particnlarlv the Second World War, ur¬ 
ban honsing facilities '.vere 3.7 times grealer in 1956 than in 
1913. At the same time, the pcrcentage of rent in the familv 
bndget of the wnrking people has shrnnk five-fold and more 
compared \vith the pre-revointionarv period. In pre-revoln- 
tionary Rnssia, just as in the capilalist eonntries today, work- 
ers spent from one-fifth to one-third of their wages on rent, 
whereas now in the U.S.S.R. this item amonnts on the aver¬ 
age to abont nne-twcntieth of a worker’s family bndget. 
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The Soviet stnlc disburses Ironiendoiis siiins on various 
allowances, pensions, stipends, free accommodation at san- 
aloriums and holiday homes, free tuilit)n at ali educational 
establislinients, free nicdical Services, elc. In 1956 alone, 
lliese pjrants and beiiefits lotalled I69.()()U niillion ruhles. In 
1957, tbeir lolal will rise to no less Ibaii 192,000 million 
rubles. 

The rapid devclopment of tbc national €conomy and 
llu' consistent improveiiu-ni (,l‘ \be !i\ in|^f and ciiltural sland- 
ards of the Soviet peoplc niirror tbc great power of social- 
ism and its siiperiority over capitalisin. In our country tbc 
national inconie mounts inucb more rapidly tban in Ibe cap- 
italist countries. Ali of it is distribuied in tbe interests 
of the workin^ people, witb tbree-quarters cbannelled 
for personal consumption, wbereas in tbe capitalist coun¬ 
tries more tban half is appropriatod by tbe exploitin^' 
classes. 

In til«' li.S.S.K. (b('re are iio ccoiioinicaliv backvard and 
politically rigbtless national-minority “oiitskirts ” as tbere 
were in tsarist Rnssia. Instead, tbere are Union and Aiiton- 
omoLis republies, national regions, areas and districts, 
wbich ali enjoy equal rigbts. Tbey bave tbeir ovni higbly 
developcd industries and large-scale socialist collecti\<' 
farms. Unexampled cultural progress bas taken plače 
among tbe formerlv oppressod peoples. Tbcy bave 
grcatlv developcd llicir ciilliircs, and e\i'n iliosc (a iIkmh tbat 
did not in tbe past bave tbeir own written language. now con- 
tribnte to tbe progrcess of scii.ncc- and eiiginec ring. and bave 
created tbeir own rich art and literature, national in form 
and socialist in content. 

The abolitioii of ali forrns of subjugation, of class and na¬ 
tional oppression is tbe greatest acbievemont of socialism. 
Ali Soviet people, regardless of sex and nationality, bave 
equal public and personal rigbts and civic duties. 

16. Socialism is the first phase of cornmunist society, 
whose establishment is tbe ultimate aim of tbe struggle of 
the working class and ali working people. 
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“In slarting on socialist changes," said V. I. Lenin, “we 
iniisl cleaiiv envisage tlie aiin lo\var(ls which these cliangcs 
aro in (lio long run dirooled, nainelv, tlio croalion of a cotn- 
munist sociotv, whic]] does not confine itself to expropri- 
ating the faotories, miliš, land and moans of production, 
\\liioli doos iU)t oniilinr itsrlf (o strici accoiinling and con- 
trol of the production and distribution of products, but 
\vhicli proccods lo tlio roalizalion nf llio principlo ‘from oacli 
according to his abilities, to cacli according to liis needs.’ ’’ 
{Torks, Vol. 27, p. 103.) 

Socialism, \vhicli jirovides for Ihe over fullor satisfaclion 
of the mountiiig rc(|nironicnts of citizons, is not as yet froo 
of survivals of tlio past. Tito socialist prodnctivo forcos and 
productivity of labour are not as vet liigli enongh to cro.ate 
an abnndance of material vvealtli and to enforco the principlo 
of comnumism. Thore. are stili cortain contradictions be- 
twcon tlio gro\ving requiromonts of tlio popiilalion and tlio 
prescnt-day possibilities of satisfying tliem. These contra¬ 
dictions are bcing resolvod through the ceaseless devclup- 
nienl and improvoment of the material and technical bUvSe of 
coraniunisni. 

A procoss of re-odiicating the pooplc, of dra\ving ali abl'.'- 
bodied citizons into Creative, comradoly and comrnon la¬ 
bour, of froeing thcm from the \ iows and habits implanted by 
tho oxploiting svstcin, and from the survivals of capitalism 
is in progross under socialism. Labour, which under full 
comnumism will for ali pooplo becomo not only a duty bul 
a prime vital noed and source of jny, romains under social¬ 
ism above ali a source of livelihood. That is why under 
socialism products are not distributed according to requirc- 
ments, but according to the quantity and (iuality of the la¬ 
bour given to society by each individual. 

Lfndcr socialism, Soviet society has ali the conditions it 
needs to advance successfully towards communism. First 
and foremost, the material and industrial base reqnirod to 
achieve an abnndance of consumer goods is developing and 
expanding under socialism. This base is large-scale machine 


46 



produclion in lown and viIl«Tge, foimded on Ihe electrificalion 
of llie entirc oounlrv, (.)n lotal niocliatiizaliiiii and autonia- 
tion, on the all-round chemicalization of prodnction proc- 
esses, and on thc broad application of aloniic energv in t!ic 
key branclios of the national cronoinv. At llie same time so- 
eialism provides for consistciil Iccbnieal progress and the 
corresponding enhancement of the technical proficiencv of 
ali working pcople. 

Dnder soeialisni the Creative energy of tlie broad massos 
finds expression in socialist emulation, which is designed 
furth('r tl) imliance llie ecoii<'in\’, to introdiice broadlv new 
technology in ali its branclies, and to fulfil the Sixth Five- 
Year Plan ahead of schediile. The Party appeals to the 
working |)('i)ple to fnrtlier develoj) socialist emulation, for 
it is a trne guarantee of new progn-ss in onr couniry's tri- 
umphant inarcli towards cominunism. 

17. The establishment of cominunist society in onr coiin- 
try is no longer a distant aim, biit the iinmediate practical 
goal of ali the present-day endeavonrs of the Soviet people 
and their gniding force—tlie Comnninist J’arty of the So¬ 
viet Union. 

The Soviet people todav face the grand task of creating 
the material and technical base of comniunism, the ta-.k 
of catching iip and ontstripping tlie most liigblv developcd 
capitalist conntries in per capita prodnction in a historicaliv 
brief period. 

The 20th Congress of the C.P.S.U. was an important niile- 
stone on the way to tlie accomplishnient of this task. It pro- 
vided a profoiind analysis of the international and domestic 
sitnation. It showed a Creative approach in tackling and 
solving a series of vital problems of Marxism-Leninism, all- 
important to an appreciation of the ways and prospeets of 
social development in the current stage. The Congress sin- 
gled out as the main task the need “to continne with unabated 
perseverance the efTort to .solve, throiigh peacefnl economic 
competition and in the shortest historical span, the basic 
economic task of the Soviet Union, namely, by using the ad- 
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vantagcs offercd by Ihe socialist system of econoiTiy, to over- 
lake and surpass the most advanccd capitalist coiintries in 
per capila output.” 

The dccisions of the Congress lay down a concrete pro- 
gramme of communist construction for the current period. 
On the hasis of a priority developnient of heavy industry, 
unintermittent technical progress and higher labour produc- 
tivity, the Sixth Fivc-Ycar Plan sets the task of ensnring a 
further povverful growth of ali branches of the national 
economy, of ofTecting a stet^p rise in agricultural produc- 
tion and, on the strength of this, of achicving a new snbstan- 
tial rise in the cultural and living standards of the Soviet 
people. 

The radical ehange in the nianagenient of industry and 
construction eflected by the Party and Government has a 
great bearing on the successful fulfilment of the decisions 
nf the 20th Congress and the consistent advance of the Soviet 
Union towards communism. The reform is a further Crea¬ 
tive developnient of the Leninist principle of democratic cen- 
tralism in econoinic management. It makes for a better 
blending of centralized state economic administration and 
grcater local responsibility and initiative, and serves to en- 
hance the aetiveness of the niasses. It eliminates depart- 
mental barriers in solving economic problems and thereby 
furthers the all-round economic development of the eco- 
nomic regions, specialization, and inter- and intra-rcgional 
econoinic cooperation. 

The new systeni of industrial and buikling management 
adds to the sense of responsibility of the local and central 
managerial personnel, brings management nearer to the. 
Industries, eliminates supernuous links in the managerial 
machine, strcngthens the bonds of Science and production, 
and enables scientists and technologists to introduce more 
boldly the results of their research in industry and agricul- 
ture. Ali this taken together helps to bring out the tremen- 
dous inner reserves dormant in the. depths of the socialist 
economy, to make fuller use of them and of natura 1 re- 
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sources in the inlercsts of tlie people, in tiie interests of step- 
pinjj up the country’s rale of advancc towarc1s coinnuinisni. 

In the past thrce years of 1954-56 major steps were tak- 
en to achieve a steep rise in agriculture. The Party and Gov¬ 
ernment decisions to develop virgin and long-fallow land, 
to reinforce the collectivc farms and machine and tractor 
stations with hetter managers and spocialists, to remodel 
planning in agriculture, to raise procurement and purchas- 
ing prices for agricultural produce, and to make nionthly 
advance payments to the collcctive farmers, have been of 
particularly great moment. These measures stimulated lo- 
cal initialive, enhanced the material incentive for the col¬ 
lectivc farms and their members to increase the oiilput of 
agricultural produce, and pavcd the way for the initial ma¬ 
jor gains towards a ftirthcr powerful advanceinent of agri¬ 
culture. 

The devclopment of virgin and long-fallow land was a 
heroic feat of the Soviet people. Hiiudred.'^ of Ihousands of 
people went to the virgin lands. More than 350 thousand 
young patriots went there by Y.C.L. assignmerit alone in 
two ycars. Hundreds of new statc farms and machine 
and tractor stations sprang up in the uncultivated, rigor- 
ous steppelands of Kazakhstari, the Urals. Silx;ria and the 
Volga region. Trainloads of tractors, harvester combines 
and other machinery went east in a ceaseless strcam. 
A lotal of 35.9 million hectares of virgin and long-fallow 
land was developed in three years, and the country’s crop 
area increased by almost 38 million hectares in that period, 
to bring up the total 1956 area under crop to nearly 195 mil¬ 
lion hectares. As a result of the virgin and fallow land de- 
velopment our country additionally produced in 1956 more 
than 1,000 million poods of marketable grain, and the out- 
put of fodder for live farming increased substantially. The 
development of virgin lands will continue in the ncxt few 
years to enhance the country’s grain resources. 

Proceeding from experience and the achievements of the 
leading collective farms, the Party has boldly called on the 
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Harvesting maize for fodder at Ihe 


workers of socialist agriculture to overtake the United 
States in per capita milk, butter and meat output in the 
noarest future. 

The appeal slimnlated a iniglilv wave of popular Creative 
energy. This is reflocted in the steep increase of the anima! 
produce outpiit in collcctive and stale farnis in the current 
vear. This vear the greater oiitpiit iias rnado it possiblc to 
procure much more aninial produce tlian last year. As of 
Se|)teinber I, 1957, meat prociirenients were 624,000 tons, 
or 08 per cent, greater, and milk prociirenients 2,419 thoii- 
sand tons, or 19 per cent, greater. 

Sneli rates of growtli of the output and prociirement of 
animal produce scrve as a guarantee that we shall 
proniptly catdi np the United States in per capita output of 
the principal animal products, which will further a steep 
increase in national consumption. 

^ ... 
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The growth of the collective- and state-farm marketable 
output has enabled the Soviet Government to abolish corn- 
puLsory delivcries of agricultural produets by the personal 
farminjr liouseholds of collective farmcrs, workers and other 
employees sincc 1958. 

Continued vir^in and long-fallow land dcvelopment, ex- 
lension of crop areas, grcater productivity and bctter iilil- 
ization of land in ali regions of the coimtry, growth of the 
livestock capita and of ils prodiictivity, higher laboar cffi- 
cicricy and lo\ver agnicaltaral prf)duction costs on a basis 
of all-round mechanization—sach are the principal tasks 
facing agricaltare in the carrent stagc of commanist con- 
straction in oar coantry. 

It is a well-known trath that grcater laboar prodactivily 
is the main soarce of greater indastrial and agricaltural pro- 
duction and of higher living standards. The Sixth Five-Vear 
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Plan provides for at least a 50 per cent rise in industrial 
labour productivity and at least a 17 pcr cent reduction in 
production costs. Ali this wlll pake it possible to raise the 
real wages of workcrs and otlier employees some 30 per cent 
and the incomes in cash and kind of the collective farm- 
ers not less than 40 pcr cent. 

In reccnt years, the Nvorking day was reduced two hoiirs 
on eves of holidays and days off and a six-hour v/orking day 
was enforced for certain groiips of workers and for juvcniles. 
The constant improvement of production on the basis of ad- 
vanccd technology and better organization, the continued 
growth of the technical cqnipment of labour and higher pro- 
ductivity will enable us to go over gradually to a seven-hoiir 
working day in the coiirse of the sixlh five-vcar-plan period, 
allowing workcrs and othor eniplovees aclditiorial time for 
Iheir all-round cultiiral dcvelopment. 

In spite oflarge-scalehousingconstruction in the U.S.S.R., 
post-war hoiising requirements wore far from salisfied. This 
is explained by the tremendous growth of the urban popu- 
lation as a result of the coLinlry’s industrializalion and by 
the consequenccs of tlie Second World War, which wrought 
untold damage to industrial and puhlic buildings and dwell- 
ing houses, and by the need to rehabilitate industry before 
everything clse. The improvement of the working people's 
housing condilions is a task of the utmost urgency. Dwell- 
ing houses with a total floor space of more than 328 million 
square metres will go up in the sixth five-year-plan period 
at State expense or with state assistance, this bcing double 
the amount built in the fifth five-year-plan period. The Par- 
ty and Government have set the task of ending the hous¬ 
ing shortage in our country within the next 10 to 12 years. 
This task is one of the principal objects of Party and Govern¬ 
ment čare today. 

18. The Soviet state, which embodies the highest form of 
^democracy, of democracy for the people, is continuously de- 
veloping. It is developing in step with the unintermittent 
political and social activeness of the masses. More than 1.5 
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million deputies enter the elecled bodies of Soviet powcr, 
such as llic Supremc Soviet of the U.S.S.R.. tlic Supreme 
Soviets of Union and Autonomous republics, and the local 
Soviets of Workinp; Pcople’s Depnties. Ali of thcin are peo- 
ple working in industry and agricnllure, or scientists and 
ciiltiiral workers and einployees of statc and social organ- 
izations. The bodies of Soviet power rcccivo constant and 
day-to-day support from their eleetorate. In 1956 more than 
240,000 standing conimittees with a membership of 'some 
1.5 million working pe<iple were aelive nnder the local 
Soviets. 

The active participation of the inasses in deliberating and 
solving vital politični, cconomic. and cnltnral issues in the 
life of the coiintry is vivid evidence of the genuine democ,- 
racy of the Soviet .system. More than 40 million working 
people took part in disciission meetings and gatherings dc- 
voted to the further improvement of management in indns- 
try and construction. Many draft laws of vital importance 
to the people are adopted only after a nation-wide puh¬ 
lic discussion. Our legislation embodic.s the will and the col- 
lective intellect and experience of the masses. The Party and 
Government always seck the advice of the people whcn 
faced by iirgent problems of coinmunist construction. Under 
■socialism the masses are conscious and active arcliitects of 
the new life. 

The economic and ciiltiiral progress of tlie Union Repiib- 
lics and the new tasks of comnuini.st construction necessi- 
lated a siibslantial exlension of llie rights of Union Repub¬ 
lics in economic management. A large mimber of entcrpri.ses 
and entire branches of industry formerly supervised by 
all-Union administrations have bcen turned over under the 
immediate control of the Union Republics. The prerogatives 
of the Union Republics in respect of state planning and 
economic finaricing, in the spheres of ju.stice. and govern- 
ment, and in cultural development, have been extcnded. Ali 
these important measures offer even greater possibilities for 
the development of the initiative and Creative forces of ali 
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republics and of ali nations of the U.S.S.R., and reinforce 
their friendship and fraternal coopcralion. 

The Comraiinist Party is making every effort to draw the 
broad masses into active participation in government and 
management of economic and cultural construclion, to com- 
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bat biireaucracy and to rediice govcrnnicnt and nianagerial 
staffs. The Parly seeks to enhancc the role and aetiveness of 
ali bodies of the socialist state, of ali the peoplc’s mass or- 
ganizations, sneli as the Soviets, the tradc imions, the Voung 
Comnuinist League, etc. It wages a determined fight to over- 
coine sneli eoneejils of labtnir and pnblic proporly as are 
alien to socialisni, and ronses pnblie opinion against ali 
manifestations of bonrgeois morals. 

Criticism and self-criticism are one of the prime expres- 
sions of socialist democracy. With their help the Parly and 
the Soviet people reveal and overcome the shorteomings in 
the life of the socialist society and thcreby further its 
progress. 
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History teaches us that thc state of the proletarian dicta- 
torship is the chief instrument of the people in creating a 
new, socialist societv. Under the proseni conditions Soviet 
society needs a strong peop1c’s state to defend the gains of 
socialism from extornal eneniies and to supervise commii- 
nist construction. 

Conimunisin is the happy niorrow of ali mankind. The 
construction of cornmunisrn is the ultimate goal of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Class differences will entirely disappear in commiinist so- 
ciety. The means of production will l)ccome a single, com- 
munisl form of property, and social production, which will 
develop on the basis of the lalest technology, will satis[y 
the requiroments of ali members of society in fiill measuro. 

‘'Communism,” Lenin taught us. “is the higher produc- 
tivity of labour—compared wilh that cxisting under capital- 
ism—of voluntary. class-conscious and united workers em- 
ploying advanced technique.” (IFor/es, Vol. 29, p. 394.) 

Under communism people \vill get every ()pportLmity to 
achicve the all-round development of their physical and men- 
tal capacities. The essential differences betvceen niental and 
physlcal labour, and betwecn town and country, will be 
erased. Each 'will work according to his ability and receive 
according to his requiremcnts. and work will be a source of 

joy- 

The leadership of the (iommuni.st Party, its monolithic 
unity and its bonds with the rnasses, is an imperative con- 
dition of new progress in the building of a comrnunist so- 
ciety. 


V. THE COMMIINIST PARTV— 

LEADER, INSPIRER AND ORGANIZER 
OF THE VICTORIES OF THE SOVIET PEOPLE 

19. The Great Oetober Socialist Revolution and ali the 
rich cxperience of the .successful building of socialism and 
communism in the U.S.S.R. convincingly show that for the 
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working class to fulfil its hisloric mission of overthTowing 
capitalism and establishing Ihc new comniunist society, the 
dccisive condition is thc Icading role of ils vangiiard, the 
Comniunist Partv. 

VVitliont tlie Partv, whicli nnites in its ranks ali that is 
best, bold, heroie and selfless in the working class and in 
thc people, without the Party which is strong by virtne of 
Marxist-Leninist thcory, thc iron nnity of its ranks, and its 
close and indissoluble bonds with the broad popular 
masses, the working class cannot be victorious. 

Withoijt the Party, which cnjoys high prestige, the love, 
confidence and respect of tens and hundreds of millions of 
working people ready to fight with it to the verv end, sup- 
porting its slogans, initiative and policy, without this great 
Partv, foiindcd and ednoated by Lenin, the workers and 
peasants of Russia would not have bcen able to crusli tsar- 
ism, overthrow Rnssian capitalism, win and maintain 
their Soviet power—the dictatorship of the vvorking class - 
and rcpulse the desperaie attacks of the internal counter- 
revohition and foreign intcrventionists, the imperialist ag- 
gressors. 

Only under the leadership of the Communist Party, 
eqiiipped with the trne compass of Marxism-LeninisiTi, and 
leading the entire Soviet people tovvards a common great 
goal, was it possible to bnild socialist society in the IJ.S.S.R. 
Fulfilmcnt of this historic task objectivcly placed the Soviet 
people in the vangiiard of Progressive humanity. 

Leninism teaclies that the more complex, the more difll- 
cLilt and stiipendous the tasks awaiting solntion, and the 
more deep-going the revolutionary npheaval, the larger the 
masses that miist be rallied, bronght into action, organized, 
inspired and their will dirccted to viclory. The Octolier Rev- 
ohition stands ont as the greatest revolution of ali times 
tiecause on it devolved the mission of carrying out for the 
first time in history the most profound and the most diffi- 
cult revolutionary transformation in the life of the broad 
popular masses. And these toiling masses, headed by the 
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working class, had to be enlightenod, educaled, broughl into 
action and led in the grčat battle for frcedoin, for tlie social¬ 
ist reorganization of societv, for the most just cause, for the 
happiness of ali people, for communisin. And this task was, 
and is stili being realized by our great party of Commimists. 

At the beginning of the I900’s, in the carly dnys of oiir 
Party, I-enin said: “Givc us an organization of revohifioiia- 
ries and we shall overturn Russia!” {Works, Vol. 5, p. 435.) 
The ranks of the Lenin Party numbered a mere 240,000 
valiant revolutionaries in Oclober 1917 when our Partv led 
the worker-peasant masses in the assault against capi- 
talism. Today the Communist Party of the Soviet Union has 
grown into a powerful political army of ncarly eight million 
members and candidate members. 

Lenin, together with his followers and comrades-in- 
arrns, foiinded the Communist Partv, a new type of Party, 
on the granite ideological foundation of M.arxism, resting on 
the growing Russian revolutionarv working-cl.iss move- 
ment and also on the entire experience of international la- 
bour movement. Apropos of this, Lenin, in 1920, wrote: 
“Russia achieved Marxism, the onIy correct rcvohilionarv 
ttieory, through veritable sufjering, through half a oentiirv 
of unprecedented torment and sacrifice, of unprecedented 
revolutionary heroism, incredible energy, devoted searching, 
study, practical trial, disappointment, verificalion and com- 
parison with European experien('e.” {Works, Vol. 31, p. 9.) 
In conditions of the incredible oppression of tsari.st despo- 
tism, lawlessness, and violence, losing eountless victims, 
expcriencing splendid vlctories and temporarv setbacks, our 
glorious Communist Party demonstrated by nohle deeds 
unshakeable loyalty to the Red Banncr of communisin, to 
Marxist-Lenini,st teaching, boundless loyalty to ils pi'ople, 
to the international working-class movement, to the saered 
principles of [iroletarian internationalisrn. 

Therein lies the source of the strength and success of our 
I^arty, of the love and respect shown for it by the workors, 
peasants and intelligentsia of the U.S.S.R., by ali that is best 
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and honest in the world. No one will cver be able to shake 
Ihis love and respocl. 

It was not Occidental that tlie greatcst influx of workers 
and pcasants in the ranks of the Communist Party took 
plače at the most critical periods of the Revolution, the Civil 
War and Patriotic War. This was the čase on the threshold 
of the Great Oetober, on the eve of the decisive battle against 
capitalism. This was the čase at one of the most crucial mo- 
ments of the Civil War in Oetober 1919 when during the Par- 
ty week nearly 200,000 workcrs and peasants joined the Party. 
Lcnin’s death was a most grievous loss for the Party and the 
people. At this time 240,000 of the best workers joined the 
ranks of their Party in order to help carry out Lenin’s 
behests. At the time of the great battle at Stalingrad,. 
832,000 workers and peasants joined Ihe Communist Party 
between September 1942 and February 1, 1943. This was 
a n expression of the trust reposed by the people in their 
Parly as the tried organizer and leader, of the indissoluble 
bonds between the Party and the people at the most critical 
moments of the struggle for socialism. 

The experience of building socialism in the U.S.S.R. 
leacbes that the construction and dcvelopment of socialist 
societv’ is a complex process, linked with ovcrcoming numer- 
oiis difficulties, contradictions, the counter-aetion of the 
ovcrthrown classes, with overconiing old habits, customs, 
and petty bourgenis and bourgeois anti-socialist tendencies. 

Onlv bv having a battle-tenipered vanguard of the pro¬ 
letariat—the Communist Party—capablc of boldly looking 
ahead, of correctly understanding and applying the laws of 
building and developing the new society wcre the Soviet 
people able to overcome the tremendous difficulties and 
achieve victory. 

20. Construction of socialism and communism is the 
work of the popular masses themselves. The Creative efforts 
of millions of workers, peasants and intelligentsia are chan- 
nelled by the Communist Party into a single stream and di- 
reeted towards a common great aim. By means of its pri- 
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m<iry orj^anizations, by means of the transmission belts 
loaciinfj from thc Party to the masses—the Soviets, repre- 
senling ali the working people of town and country, the 
trade unions which unite practically ali factory and office 
workors, c'o()pcralives which embrace peasants and handi- 
craftsmen, the Young Communist League which unites 
nearly twenty million young men and women of our coun- 
try, through the dilTcrent societies and organizations of the 
working people, the Partv influcnces ali aspects of the life 
of the Soviet people and guides ali branches of economic 
and cultural upbuilding. 

And at present, in conditions of completing the con- 
struction of socialism and gradual transition from social- 
ism to comnumisrn, the Communist Party is rallying, or- 
ganizing, ediicating and inspiring the Soviet people and 
leading thcm onward to new victories. The Party of Com- 
munisls is thc soul of ali the constructive work of the peo¬ 
ple, the grand architect of communist society. Consequent!y, 
anyone who, deliberately or othcrvvise, tries to weaken the 
leading role of the Communist Party in any sphere helps 
the enemies of communism. 

A vital condition for the successful functioning of the 
Communist Party in leading the popular masses is its 
ideological and organizational unity. Throughout its history 
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union has fought for 
unity, against the faetional activity of anti-Marxist groups 
and trends, and against the anarchist elements who sought 
to underminc its discipline. 

The Communist Party was ablc to head the historic strug- 
gle for socialism in our country and ensure its victory 
tlianks to its irreconcilability to revisionist and dogmatic 
scctarian views alien to Marxism-Leninism. The Party ex- 
posed and smashed sneh hostilc trends as Mcnshevism, the 
Sncial-Revolutionary trend, Trotskyism, the Right dcviation, 
bourgeois nationalism and others, without which thc winr 
ning of political powcr by the working class and thc con- 
struction of socialist society would have been unthinkable. 
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Sochi-Matsesta spa- -one of the bigpcst in the country. Above: Groii^ 
of collective farmers at the Zolotai Kolos Sanatorium 




.. On niinicroiis occasions wc in Riissia,” wrote Lenin, 
“exp('riencod difficult siliialions in which Soviet rule would 
liave been overthrown for certain if the Menslieviks, re- 



Kindergarten No, 20 of llie Moskvaugol W()rks, Stalinogorsk, 
Moscow Region 


formists and petty-boiirgeois democrats liad remained in- 
side oiir Party_” {Works, Vol. 31, p. 358.) 

In 1920 Lenin wrotc that the strugglc against the forces 
and traditions of the old society could not be waged sucoess- 
fully without a Party forged and tempered in battlc, 
slrict!y disciplincd and centralized. Whcn anti-Party ele- 
ments in the Parly insistod on freedom for faclions and 
groupings, denied Partv discipline—equally obligatory for 
leaders and rank and file—the Tenth Congress adopted a 
resolution on Party unity which empowered the Central 
Committee “in cases of breaches of discipline, of a revival 
or toleration of factionism, to apply ali Party penalties, in- 
cluding expulslon, and in regard to members of the Central 
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CoininilU-c lo roducc IIk-iii lo llie stalus of allernatc mem- 
bcrs and cven, as an oxlrc'iiie mcasuro, lo cxpcl them froni 
tbe Partv.” 

The Communisi Partv and thc entire Soviet pcople iinan- 
imously condemnecl thc splitting, factional aclivity of thc 
anti-Party ^roup of Malenkov, Kaganovieh and Molotov, 
and Shepilov who ali^ned himself \vilh theni. This anti- 
Partv proiip, Iiavinp' hecotne isolaled hoth from Ihe Party 
and frorri the pcople, opposed the line of thc 2(lth Con^Tess 
of the Partv, the line of easinp; International lension, ali 
the nieasures taken to raise the standard of livin^ of the 
workinpf people; thev opposed the eidtivation of llu' virp;iii 
lands and the call to overtake the United States in oiitput 
of animal husbandry produets, opposed reorganizing 
the nianageinent of indiistrv and other iniportant nieasures. 

Tliis unaninious eondemnalion of the anti-Partv groiip 
again confinns that with the abolition of hostile, antagonis- 
tic classes in our coiintry a moral and polilical ijnity of so¬ 
cialist socitdv bas laken shape in vvhieh no aiiti Parlv 
groLip, no matler wtiat flag it llies, can coiint upon support 
in the Party or ainong the people. 

The Comniiinist Partv of the Soviet Union did not hesi- 
tale to wage a stniggle against the cult of the personalitv 
of J. V. Stalin vvhieh inflieted such grave injiiry on Ihe Party 
and the cause of building coinmunism, to eoiidernn the mis- 
takes made by him in the later phasc of his aetivity, in or- 
der to prechide the possibilitv of tliese niistakes being rc- 
peated. The Party resolutely criticized the violation of the 
I.eninist norrns of Partv life, the departure froin the Lenin¬ 
ist principles of collective leadership and inner-Party de- 
niocracy, and the breaches of socialist la\v. The abolition of 
Ihese violalioiis bas strenglhen('d our fhirtv and bas added 
to iis pre.stige ainong the vvorking inasses. 

For the Communist Partv thc highest law is constant, 
daily contact with the hroatl inasses, čare for their needs 
and well-being. The (hmnnuni.st Party, a genuincly people’s 
party, has no interests other than the interests of the people. 
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Tluil is wliy tlie Soviet people liave always reposed confi- 
dcnce in tlio Party, siipport its policv as their own sincc 
this c'xpressos lludr vital and dailv intcrosts. BcUvccn llie 
CoiTiniiinisl Pai'ly and tlio Sovicd peopU' llieri.,' is unbreak- 
ablc iinity. Thcrein lics the strength of Ihc Party and Ihc 
])ei)plo. 

lliis iinity of Ibartv and p('()pU' is tbc snrt' <iiiaranlcc of 
tlie mislil of socialist socielv, llu' giiarantee of siiccessfnl 
construclion of communisiii. So lonq; as llicri' is unbrcakable 
conlact b('twi'('n tlu' Parlv and tlu' pt“o|)I(', Ibo forces of so- 
cialism fear neithcr stresses, storms nor evil and slander- 
ous propaganda by cnemics of comniunism. Hcncc il is a 
sacrod diitv to slrc-ngthcn tlio nnity of llio Party and tho 
pcoplc. Not only to tcacti tho niassos bnt also to learn from 
tlioni, froin their oxp('ri(‘nc(' of bnilding tlu' n(^w life, sueb is 
the vital commandnuMit of l.oninisin, and tliosc who forgot 
it siiffor dofeat. 

21. A sign of the vitality, strength and niaturity of thc 
Marxist Partv is its ability crcalivolv lo applv revoliitionarv 
theory in solving the ncw tasks advanced by lifc and prac- 
tice. The Communist Party of Ihc Soviet Union, in contrast 
to the revisionists and dogniatists of the Second Inter¬ 
national, in contrast to the revisionists and doginatists of 
onr day, sets an exani|)le of Creative application of Marxism- 
Lenini.sm in solving the tasks of onr epoch, the tasks of 
the struggle for comniunism, for peace, against war, for 
genuine and not false democracy, for the well-being and 
happiness of the people. 

The history of tlie working-class movement teaches that 
the parties and Icaders udio abandon Marxism are dooined 
to bankruptev. On the conlrary, the parties which remain 
faithfnl to Marxism-Lcninism and which are able creativcly 
to develop and apply it to thc most complex jiroblcms of the 
dav, despito ali thc difficnltics and tcmporary .sctbacks, 
ultimatelv triumph over their a'lversaries. 

The revisionist elements assert that Marxism is not valid 
for the presonl epocli, and that it musl bc created anew. Statc- 


66 



meniš of this kind. frequcntly masked in Ihe fruisc of “con- 
ceni” for fiirllier devclopinj*- Mar\isiii, are, iii rcalilv. dic- 
tated by aims far removed from Marxism. llislorv slio\vs 
thal llu' Marxism of oiir era lias \von and is vvinnino oram!, 
unexamplcd vietories, and the genuine figliters for socialisin 
in ali coiintries are jnstlv pruud of tlieni. The Mar\ism of 
oiir era is ihe Marxism thal was crealivelv developed hv 
lamin, tesled and enriehed hv Ihe experience of the (Ireal 
Oetoher Socialist Revohition and the Iniilding of sociatism 
and communism in the U.S.S.R., by Ihc expcrience of the 
great ("hinese revohition and hv the socialist construction 
in ali coiintries wh('re the \vorking class is in po\ver; this 
A'\arxism is being developial dailv hy the (TP.S.li. and hv 
ali the fraternal Communist and Workers’ Parlies fighting 
agaiiist iniperialism and capilalist o])pression. 

An ontstaniling model of ereative developnient of Mar\- 
ism-Leninisrn can b(' fonnd in the dcvisions and niaterials 
of the 2()th Congress of the (i.P.S.lJ. with its programme of 
furtlier strugglc for peacc and for building cr)mmimism in the 
U.S.S.R. Th(' decisions of the 2()th Congr('ss aia- of immense 
importance for the entire international communist and work- 
ing-class movement. 

The špirit of Marxisl Iheorv is profonndlv alien to a'i\ 
dognialism, to any attempt to <lra\v dediictions and conclu- 
sions not from analysis of the living facls and jirocesses hnt 
from ineiiiorized theoretical texfs which Inrn A\arxisni. this 
elcrnally living and developing teaching, into dead and stor¬ 
ile dogma. Conservatism and rcluctance or inability to see 
the ne\v conditions, the ne\v sitnation, nianiiuilating \vith 
storile formiilas bearing no relation to living realitv lead 
inevitablv to bankrnplcv in policy. 

Lenin saw in our PaiTv “the mind, hoiioiir and conscience 
of our epoch.” For the half a cenlurv and mc^re in \vhich it 
has headed the popiilar niasses in the strnggle against 
bloodtliirslv’ Isarism, against iniperialism, against ali the 
forces of nvaction and war, for comniiinisni, for the \ital 
inlercsts of the people, the interests of \vorking luimanily. 



Housing construclon is developing on a large scalc. Herc wl" scc 

tlie Conimiiiiist Partv h:is deinonstraled its \visdom, 

prcvision and far-siglitedness. 

Twicc in thc past 50 yoars tho imperialist houri^ODisie 
have plunged luimanity into tlie bktod-bath of destructive 
world \vars, and at prescnl, now at one point of thc 
world and tbcn at anutlicr, are enga^cd in continuoiis 
“small” wars against tbe peoples. The Commnnist 
Par(y of tbe Soviet Union lias always boldlv exposed tlie 
intrigues of the enemies of peace, rallied thc people against 
tile instigators and organizers of wars, ripping of! each 
and every one of their masks. And loday, too, by its boki prin- 
cipled poliev the C.P.S.U. is exposing the inachinations of 
the imperialists -the enemies of peace, the cannon kings, 
the latter-day alehemists seeking to turn the blood and 
snlTerings of the peoples into gold and dollars, threatening 
mankind with the most destructive of wars, involving the 
lise of atoniic and hydrogcn weapons. 





(Ivvellirig houses under construction in Ihc Borovskoye Ilighway, Moscow 


The cnemics of comnumism, llie eneinies ui peacc ;iiid 
progress, the onemies of dernooracv and froedom are filled 
with mortal hatred for our Partv bccausc it is the standard- 
l)earer and Champion of the great tnith of our epoch. But 
for this it is loved and respected by the pcoples of the 
world, by the toilers and oppressed in ali countries and by 
ali Progressive peoplc on ali continents. Thorein lies its 
invincible strength. 

VI. THE FOREIGN POLICV OF THE SOVIET UINION 
AND THE STRUGGLE OF THE PEOPLES FOR PEACE 

22. The Great Oetober Socialist Revolution opened a new 
era in the relations between countries and peoples, 
As is the čase with interna! matters so in its forcign policy 
the socialist coiintry is guided by the interests of the work- 
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infj peoplc of tlie IJ.vS.S.R., wliich coincicle with the inter- 
ests of Ule workinp^ peoplo of ;ill coimtrios. The chief airn 
of llie foreig[ri poliey of tlie Soviet country is prcservation 
of peace, etpial relations hetvvecn ali countries bascd on 
mutiial respect, frieiidsliip and cooperalion betwcen ali 
nalions. 

In the liistoric Decree on Peace drafted by Lenin and 
adopted by Ihe vSecond All-Rnssian Con^ress of Soviets of 
\Vorkers’ and Soldicrs’ Depulies on November 8, 1917, the 
Soviet stale called iipon the bellip,'erenl countries to stop 
the war, concliidc a jnst and deniocratic peace, and ad- 
dressed itself to ali peoplcs urging them to take the cause of 
peace inlo llieir own hands. Tlic Declaration of the Rights 
of the Peoplcs of Russia, published a \veek later, contained 
a programme of genuine friendship and equal relations be- 
twcen the nalions. These documcnts form the bcdrock of the 
peace-loving policy of the Soviet state, whicli, contrary to 
tlie assertions of bourgeois slanderers, bas never changed 
for purposes of evpediencv. bul remaius conslant and con- 
sistent in iipholding peace and the iuterests of the peoplcs 
fighting for their frecdom and indcpendence. 

The very firsl \'ears of tlie e.vislence of the Soviet state 
were inarked by successful struggit; for ensiiring peace on 
ils borders and for establishing relations of equalily with 
the peoplcs of the East. By annulling the unequal treaties 
imposed by tsarist Russia. the Soviet state laid the founda- 
tions for genuine friendship with the peoplcs of Asia and 
Africa. When it bocame a strong industrial power, the social¬ 
ist state not onlv gave these countries moral and po- 
litical support in their strugglc for winning, preserving and 
strengthening their independence, but helped them to Iay 
the cconomic foundations of independence—to build indus- 
try and develop agriculture. 

In socialist socieiy tliere are no c.lasses or social groups 
inlerested in war and in an arms drive. The desire to amass 
prolits and seize alien tcrrilory or markcts is utterly alicn 
to the Soviet stale. As early as April 1922, at the Genoa 
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Conference of tlie Greal Povvers, Soviet Russia siibrnitled 
proposals for general disarmarnent. In 1927, laking part 
for Ihc first time in thc Fourth Session of llie Disarmarnent 
Conference Preparatory Commission, tlie Soviet Union 
snbmilted a draft for univcrsal, complele and immediate 
disarmarnent. Diiring the years that preccdcd tlie Second 
WorId War, thc U.S.S.R. consislently oppo.sed tlie arms 
drive, exposed the strivings of thc war indi.istry rnonopolies 
of Gcnnany, the United States and Britain to arm Hitler 
and turn him eastward against the Soviet Union. 

After World War H the Soviet Union, Ihroiigh the me-, 
dium of the United Nation.s, repealedly raised the tpieslion 
of disarniament, of rediicing armaments and armed forces. 
Latterly, when first atomic and later thc more destructive 
thermo-nuclear weapons made their appearancc, thc U.S.S.R. 
submitted proposals to prohibit weapons of wlioli'sale an- 
nihilation and suspend nuclear test explosions, \vhich poison 
thc atmosphcrc and constitutc a danger also to future gen- 
erations. 

The grčat Lenin proclairned and sub.stantiated thc pos- 
sibility of peaccful coexistence of conntries with dilTercnt 
social systenis. In ils forcign policy the socialist stato has 
al'ways becn guided by thc.se Leninist prineiples. After beat- 
ing off the attacks launched by the liourgeois conntries, it 
proposcd the cstablishment of normal relations witli them, 
tradc and cxtension of cultural contacts. 

The Soviet Union has always been readv to coopcrate 
with those forces in thc capitalist world interested in [ire- 
serving peace. Before World War II it suggcsted the eslab- 
lishment of a collcctivc sccurity system in order to prcvent 
Hitler Gcrnianv from launching war. It wa.s readv to rernh-r 
military aid to the conntries threatenod by aggression, and 
that its efforts were not crowncd with success \vas liccause 
Hitler Germany had a compact with the re.adionary circles 
in the United States, Britain and France who dreamed of 
using Hitler to strangle the first socialist coimtry. But thc 
interests of the rival monopoly groups prevailed over their 



class interests, and Hitler Germany preferred to strike first 
at France and Britain. 

VVorld War II, wliich developed froni an imperialist war 
into an anti-fascist war of liberation, showed that capitalist 
and socialist coimtrics could not only coexist, but could 
cooperatc even in the military sphere. 

However, the defeat of German national-socialisni, Ital- 
ian fascism and Japanese militarism did not lead to the 
smasliin^^ of the rnonopoly reaclionarv forces in the niain 
capitalist counlries. Ilaving' enriched thcmsclves during the 
war and strengthened their positions, these reactionary 
circles renewe(l their striiggle against the Soviet Union and 
the other socialist countries which arosc as a rcsult of 
World War II. The rulers of the United States and their 
military leaders and diplomatists began to encircle the so¬ 
cialist countries with military bases and aggressive mili- 
tary blocs; the North Atlantic bloc appeared in the West, the 
Baghdad in the vSoutlieast and the Asiatic in soiitheast Asia. 
The. role of shock force is allotted once more to the revenge- 
sceking German militarists who have seized power in 
Western Germany. In rehuilding the war machine of Ger¬ 
man imperialism, the American, British and French ruling 
circles, are acting contrary to the national interest of their 
countries, playing with fire and encouraging the evil plans 
for revenge nurtured by the German militarists who dream 
of a new war. 

The peoples of Europc and first and foremost the neigh- 
bours of Westcrn Germany are becoming increasingly con- 
scious of the danger of this policy. The patriotic forces in the 
European countries resolutely support the proposals madc 
by the U.S.S.R. for a system of collective sccurity in Europc 
which could ensure peace on the European contincnt and 
hclp the German people to find the real way to rc-establish 
a United Gcrmany. 

The Soviet Union and ali the socialist countries have 
consistently advocated and advocate now a pcace.ful settlc- 
ment of ali controversial international problems. The 
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U.S.S.R. bas given proof of tliis by its ceaseless eflorts for 
a pcacefiil settlement of the German cpieslion, by signinjj 
Ibe stale treaty witb Anstria and by closing its mililary 
bascs on tbe tciTitory of olher countries. Togetbcr witb tbo 
Cbinese People’s Republic and relying on tbe mass move- 
nient of tbe pcople in defence of pcacc, tbe Sovict Union 
siicceeded in forcing tlie imperialists to ceasc military 
opcratioiis in Korea and V'iet-Nam. It resolntch’ opposcd 
tbe Anglo-Frcncb-Israeli imperialists, wbo, witb tbe 
siipport of tbe United States, launebed an armed attack on 
Egypt. 

23. Dnritig tbe past 40 years tbe Soviet Ibiion bas do- 
veloped into a decisivc faetor in international polities. Its 
international position is firm and unsbakeable not only bo- 
cause of its irnposing cconomic and military migbt, but also 
for tlie reason that in international matters tbe Soviet at- 
titude bas always coincided witb tbe attitude of tbe broad 
popular masses in ali countries. For instance, tbe Soviet 
demand for banning atomic weapons was advanced in ac- 
cordance witli tbe wisbes of tbe masses and ’was vigorouslv 
supported by tbem. Tbe Stockholm Appeal for tbe probibition 
of atomic weapons, wbich was signod by bundreds of 
millions of people, demonstrated tbe correetness and time- 
liness of tbe Soviet proposal. In accordance witb tbe will of 
the popular masses, tbo Soviet Union submitted proposals 
for banning atomic and bydrogen weapons and for im- 
mediate suspension of their tests. Tbe movement for ban¬ 
ning nuclear tests, which bas spread to ali countries and 
to ali strata of the population, including prominent scien- 
tists, bas confirmed the soundness and timeliness of this 
Soviet initiative. 

The Soviet Union’s struggle for peace, for peaceful co- 
existence and economic competition between countries with 
different social systems cannot but coincide and does eoin- 
cide with the movement of the people for preserving and 
strengthening peace, because the working people in ali 
countries stand for peace, want an end to the arms drive. 
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whicli, naturallv, wc)Lild oaso tlie burtlcu of war laxes and 
improvc wcll-being. A durable peacc corresponds to the 
vital intercsts of the overwlieIming inajoritv of bumanity, 
irrespcclive of differonccs in social svstcMii, political con- 
viction and rcligioiis belief. 

Tbis strivinpf of tbe broad popnlar massos for pcace bas 
rosultcd in oiir davs in tbe formalinu of a broad “peacc 
zono,” w]ncb includos botb socialist and non-socialist 
peaco-lovinp- coiintrics in Eiiropo and Asia \vitb a combinod 
population of nearlv 1,500 million. In ali countries 
witbout exception tbe peace movement is groudnp; and is 
one of tbe biggesl and most Progressive movcments of onr 
times. 

In onr dav \var is no longor sornething tbat is fnted to 
happen. The black forces of imperialist reaction, the capital- 
ist monopolios, \vho have a stake in the arms drive and in 
aggressive wars, are connterpoisod by countries and peo- 
ples inspired by the noblc aim of curbing the organizers of 
mili(ary gambles and saving mankind from further connt- 
less victims and devastation. The strengthening of the 
world socialist system, the consistent peace policy of the 
socialist countries and the nniversal growth of the pcace 
movement bind the liands of the aggressors, make it diffi- 
cnlt for theni to laimch a new war. 

Bnt shonld the forces of imperialism, nevertheless, dare 
to nnleash a new world war, they will generale such in- 
dignation and counteraetion on the part of the peoples as 
will lead to the fmal crash of the entire capitalist system. 

VII. THE INFLUENCE 

OF THE GREAT OCTOBER SOCIALIST REVOLUTION 
ON THE DESTINV OF MANKIND 

24. The Oetober Socialist Revolution was a great turn- 
ing point not only in the life of the peoples of the U.S.S.R. 
It has exerted a decisive influence on the march of history 
and on the destinv of ali mankind. 
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The Oetober Revolution ushered in a new stage »m 
thc world emancipation movement, imparted to thc work- 
ing pcople in ali countries new strt-ngllj and confidence in 
final violorv, and gav(' riso io an iinprocedcntod upsurgo ol 
thc national-liberation movcmcnl in Ihe colonial and depend- 
ent countries. In the Oetoher Revolution ali the peoples 
saw an inspiring oxainplo and, in tlio svstom which it 
created, a model of the future to which the working people 
of ali countries aspire. 

In our tinics the patli hlazed hy the Oetober Revolution 
has beon taken by the great Chinese pcople. and by the 
pcople of a nurnber of countries in Europc and Asia. The 
victory of the .socialist revolution in China and in the other 
countries of peoplc’s dernocracv \vas the most important 
cvent in history sincc Oetober 1917. VVhereas prior to \Vorld 
War II the .socialist svstem accoiuited for 17 por cent of the 
eartlds surface, about 9 per cent of its population and 
nearly one-tenth of the worId induslrial oiitput, today the 
.socialist countries embrace 26 per cent of the earlh’s sur¬ 
face, neariv 35 per ccsit of Ihe [lopulalion of Ihe \vorId and 
about one-third of the world indiistrial oiilpul. 

The countries whicii have fallen away froni the capitalist 
world systcm form togelher wi(h the Soviet Union a single 
socialist camp, and the balancc of forces between socialism 
and capitalism has radically changed in favour of the for- 
mer. The growth of the might and unity of the countries of 
the socialist camp rcanforces the position of socialism and 
the Progressive forces throughout the world. 

The .strcngth of the socialist camp lies in the identity of 
interests of the member-countries comprising it, in the 
unity of their idcology and final aim. C3n the basis of this 
identity betwecn thc peoples, governments and Marxist- 
Leninist parties in thc .sociali.st countries, relations have 
developed which are charaeterized by constantly growing 
fraternal contacts, interchange of experience and close eco- 
nomic cooperation and friendlV aid. These relations betwccn 
the countries of thc socialist camp derive as necessarily from 
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the social-economic nature of socialism as the rivalry and 
t‘nniily between the capitalist countries derive from the na¬ 
ture of capitalisrn. The unbreakahlc community of countries 
of the socialist canip embodies the principle of proletarian 
inlernationalistn. None of the socialist countries can stand 
aside from this fraternal cooperation and mutual aid. To 
do so would injure its own interests, since etose economic 
and politični aid of the socialist countries contributes 
to the rapid development of each and safeguards its 
security. 

The Soviet Union, the first country of vietorious social¬ 
ism and the most powerful in the family of socialist states, 
possessing rich experience, always helps and supports the 
other socialist countries, thus fulfilling its international duty. 
The peoples of tliese countries see in the Soviet Union the 
bulwark of socialism, and entertain for it feelings of fra¬ 
ternal gratitude and friendship which the enemies of .social¬ 
ism will iiever succeed in weakening. 

25. Creative assimilation of the experience of the Oetober 
Revolulion facilitates the advance to socialism by ali the 
countries that have broken with the capitalist system. Mao 
Tse-tung, lender of the great Chinese peoi)le, says: “By fol- 
lowing the path blazed by the Great Oetober Socialist 
Revolution our Chinese people have achieved their present 
successes and vietories. The people of China have always 
seen the Chinese revolution as a continuation of the Oe¬ 
tober Socialist Revolution and regard this as a great 
honour.” The historic significance of the forty years’ ex- 
perience of the Oetober Revolution is that it construeted the 
liighroad to socialism and brought out the common features 
and laws applicable to ali countries taking the socialist road. 

In 1920 Lenin pointed out; “Now we already have very 
considerable international experienoe whioh most definitely 
shows that certain fundamental features of our revolution 
have a significance which is not local, not peculiarly na- 
tional, not Russian only, but international.” {Works, Vol. 
31. p. 5.) 
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The €xperi€nce of the socialist countries shows the coni- 
mon features and laws of victorious socialist revolution 
and of building the new socialist society: the conquest 
of political power by the working class, establislinient of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat—that is, democracy for 
the working people wilh the Marxist-Leninist party play- 
ing the leading role; alliancc of the working class with the 
iTiain masses of the pcasantry and ali other strata of the 
■vvorking people; abolition of national oppression and estab- 
lishment of equality and fraternal friondship betwccn the 
peoples; abolition of capitalist ownership and the establish- 
ment of socialist, puhlic ownership of the main means of 
production; planned development of industry and the ccono- 
my as a wholc aimed at building socialism and communism, 
at raising the standard oflivingof the working people; grad- 
iial socialist transformation of agriculture; strengthening 
and developing the socialist statc and socialist deniocracy, 
defencc of the gains of socialism against attempts by exter- 
nal and internal class cnctnics; solidarity of the working 
class of the given country with the vvorking class of other 
countries fighting for the triumph of the ideas of socialism 
and communism—proletarian internalionalism. 

The Oetober Revolution disproved ali kinds of reformist 
and opportunist theorios to the efTect that socialism could 
be built without the political leadership of society by 
the vvorking class, without the dictatorship of the vvorking 
class, by way of gradual evolution of capitalism to social¬ 
ism. 

The main condition for the socialist transformation of .so- 
ciety, as history shovvs, is the socialist revolution and the 
establishment of the political povver of the vvorking class, 
the dictatorship of the proletariat in one or another form. As 
to the ways of winning povver by the vvorking class, the 
methods and rates of socialist transformalions, and also 
the forms of the dictatorship of the proletariat, they not only 
can, but will have their specific features depending on the 
conditions in the different countries. 
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Marxism-Leninism takes as its premise that the poculiari- 
ties of each country do not precludc a similarity of certain 
basic features and laws of socialist revolution, of tlie con- 
siruclion of socialism and commiinism. Marxism-Leninism 
is profounclly alien to the vicws of those who, while stress- 
ing the national features of each countrv taking the road to 
socialism, forget the common basic and root principles of 
socialist revolution. 

2(i. The historic tiirning-point in the destiny of hunianity 
marked by the October Revolution is felt with great force 
also in that part of the world stili undor the rule of capital- 
ism. 

The very fact of the existence of tlie world socialist sys- 
tcm, of the superioritv' of socialism over capitalism, adds 
enormously to the slrenglh of the proletariat in the capital- 
ist countries in its class struggh' against capital. Fear of 
the sociali.st revolution compels the bourgeoisie, whi!e in- 
tensifying rcprossions against the revolutionary working- 
class movement, occasionally to make concessions to the 
workers in the shape of highcr wagcs, a shortcr working 
day, elc. 

The working class is becoming better organized and its 
political awareness is grovving. In such big capitalist coun¬ 
tries as France and Italy the majority of the organized work- 
ers support the Communist Parties. Whereas in 1917, just 
before the October Revolution, the number of Communisls in 
Russiadidnot exceed a quarter of a million, and in the oth- 
er countries there were but small groups sympathizing with 
the Communists, today the Communist Parties numl)er 
over 33 million members. This is evidence of a historic ten- 
dency in the growth of the influence of communist ideas 
and of the development of the communist movement. 

The Great October Socialist Revolution delivered a crush- 
ing blow to bourgeois idcology, to opportunism in the work- 
ing-class movement, to .social-chauvinism and reactionary 
nationalism. Millions of working people have rallied be- 
neath the banner of Marxism-Leninisni. 
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The sharpenin^ of llu* contradictions of capitalism and 
the \vcakcning of tlie positions of Iho reactionarv boiir^eoi- 
sie doepen the crisis of tho reformist jiarties and lead to a 
dcclinc in the influence oxcrted bv the RifThl-win^ Social 
Democratic leaders aniong the working class. The working 
class is impellcd more and more to imity in the struggle 
against the powcr of Capital, for peace, denjocracv and so- 
cialism. This creates condilions for overcoming tlie splii in 
tlie labour movement, without whic]i the working class 
cannot win power. 

Now, with the existence of a powerfid camp of socialist 
coimtries, \vith the disintegralion of the colonial system of 
imperialism, with the bourgeois and the pettv-bourgeois 
parties becoming increasinglv banknipt, in a niirnber of cap- 
italist countries conditions favour rallving the peasantry 
and the broad masses of Ihe people aroimd the uorking 
class. The struggle against reaction and fascisni and the ex- 
periencc in a niimbcr of countries of united action by the 
democratic forces testifv to the tremcndoiis possibilities in 
our days for a broad democratic movement headed by the 
working class. 

Howcvcr, imperialism, its ideologists, politicians and jour- 
nalists, and its entire propagaTida machine far from ceasing 
aro intensifying their atlacks on Marxism-Leninism. on so- 
cialism holh as a ieaching and as a social-economic systeni. 
This reactionary ideological subversion against the com- 
munist movement bas in recent times found reflection in 
the baneful idea of so-callcd national communi.sm, in ali 
kinds of revisionist sorties inside the Communist Parties. 

Revisionism, now as in the past, bears an international 
charaeter. In its social cs.sence it is the result of the in¬ 
fluence and pressure exerted by the bourgeoisie on a certain 
part of the working class and, in present-day conditions, 
is the outeome of the influence of the bourgeois, reformist 
ideology of the Right-wing Socialists on unstable Commu- 
nists. 

What are the chief features of contemporary revisionism? 
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First and foreniost, tliere is, in {jreater or lesser degree, 
rejcction of the fundamcnlals of Marxism, rejection of the 
nccd lo abolisli capitalist owncrship of the nicans of produc- 
tion and its roplaccrnent by pnblic ovvnersbip, of the idoa of 
the dictatorsfiip of the proletariat, of the teaching on the lead- 
ing role of the working class and its Marxist-Leninist Par- 
ty in the socialist revohdion and iii hiiilding socialism and 
communism; there is the graduai defcction to bourgeois 
democratism. This particular aspect of rcvisionism was 
strikingly revealed by Imrc Nagv in Hiingary who endcd by 
completely betraying socialism. 

Modem revisionisrn is characterized by abandonincnt of 
proletarian internationalism, by switching to the position 
of imdermining the unity of the socialist cainp, to national- 
ism. Rcvisionism denies some of the fundanienlal common 
features and laws of the transition from capitalism to so¬ 
cialism. The slogan of “national communism” advanced by 
Dulles and other ideologists of imperialism, pursues the aim 
of splitting the unitv of socialist countrios, of turning one 
against the other, and especially against the Soviet Union. 
The aim of this design of the international bourgeoisie is 
clear: they want to weakcn the socialist world systetn and 
to strcngthen the international positions of capitalism. 

The Communist and Workcrs’ Parties are combating the 
harmful influence of modem rcvisionism, administcring a 
fitting robu IT to it. 

27. The attractive povver of the examplc of the Soviet 
Union, which has completeIy done away with national 
inequality, and the blossoming of the republics of the 
Soviet East havc inspired the peoples of colonial and dc- 
pendent countries to fight for liberation. The Grčat October 
Socialist Revolution marked the beginning of the deep-go- 
ing crisis of the colonial svstem of imperialism, the begin¬ 
ning of liberation for the peoples of Asia and Africa, for the 
rise of sovereign independent states in the countries of the 
East and their national rcbirth. 
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After World \Var II, which ended in the defoal of tlu* fas- 
cisl aggressors and in Ihe \veakening of tho forces of inter- 
national reaclion, ihe crisis of thc colonial systen] became 
more acLite and tliis sliamefiil system of imperialist aggres- 
sion began to disintegrate under tlie growing pressure of 
the national-liberation struggle of the pcoples. The clearest 
manifestation of the break-up of the colonial system was the 
victory of the great Chincsc people over the forces of im¬ 
perialist and internal feudal reaction and thc rise of thc 
Chinese People’s Rcpublic. The liboration from colonial de- 
pendencc of more than 1,300 million people, that is, half thc 
population of the world, and the rise of independent States 
siicli as China and Iridia, Indoiiesia, Burma, Hgypt and Sy- 
ria, signify the onset of the new period in world historv’ 
foresceii by Lenin, thc period of rebirth of the peoples 
of the East indepcndcntly deciding their own destiny and 
actively participating in deciding the destiny of human- 
ity. 

The attempts of the imperialist countries to stave off the dis- 
integration of the colonial system by resorting to various 
means ranging from colonial wars against the freedom-lov- 
ing peoples of Asia and Africa to interference in the inter¬ 
na! afiairs of sovereign States in the guise of economic and 
military “aid” cannot change the march of history, nor 
avert the inevitable collapse of thc colonial system. The sue- 
cessfiil rebufi delivered to tlu' imperialist interventionists In 
Korea, Indo-China and Indonesia and the failure of the 
Anglo-Freiich colonial gamblo in Lgypt, testifv to the steady 
sapping of the positions of imperialism. 

The existence of the Soviet Union and other socialist 
countries, steadfastly adhering to the Lveninist principles of 
self-dctemiinatioii of the nations, greallv' facilitates tlie 
struggle of ali the oppressed peoples for their national inde- 
pendenoe, against colonialism. Having taken the road of in¬ 
dependent (levelopment, the peoples of yesterday’s colonies 
and semi-colonies can rely on the disinterested support 
of the Soviet Union and other socialist countries in 
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their eiTort to consolidate economic and political independ- 
encc, against the ii'np'Crialist conspiracies and adven- 
turcs. 


-i: :f: :f: 


Eaeli yL'ar sees a gro\vtli in tlic intonuilional sipfnificance 
of tile Grčat Odober Socialist Rcvoliition udiicli opcned iip 
new bright horizons for liumanity and raiscd aloft the ban- 
ncr striipfglc for social and national libcration, llie ban- 
ncr of coinmunisin. 

Nowadays, not only thcory, but living cxpericncc irrcfu- 
tably proves tbat tbc socialist rcvoliition is not incrclv a 
“Rnssian exporiinent,” as asscrtcd by boiirgeois idcolo<^ists. 
The prophctic words of Lenin are coniing trne; “Oiir 
socialist rcpiiblic of Soviids \vill sland tirni, like a lordi of 
international socialism and as an cxainple to ali the toilinp; 
masses.” {Works, Vol. 26, p. 429.) 

The cvciits of the jiast forty vears tc'stify tliat only the 
socialist rcconstruction of society can take huinanity out 
of the blind allcy into which it bas been led by capitalisrn, 
can solve the niatiirc social problcnis confronting luimanitv 
today. Only socialism can givo frec rcign to the prodnctivc 
forccs, pnt an end to economic crises, uncmploymcnt, the 
niisery of the working people, the ilanger of ncw and more 
deslrudive wars, and ensiire lasting' peace for the nations. 
Only socialism and commimism open before mankind the 
prospect of boundless dcvelopment of Science and technolo- 
gy, literature and art, and all-round development of human 
personality. 

By the middle of the twentieth century there were re- 
vealed in ali clarity the perspectives of development of the 
socialist and capitalist systenis. The capitalist system, Pro¬ 
gressive compared with preceding systcms, had long passed 
its prime. Cupitalisin today is dving, moribuud capitalisrn; 
it is cxporiencing its tvvilight, its snnset, and is heading 
irrevocably to its doom. In contrast, the young socialist sys- 
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tem, full of vitality, is marching steadily towards prog- 
ress and prosperity. Each year, and cvery five years, Ihc 
new socialist world, taking mighty stridcs forward, becoines 
firmer and more confident. 

Preparing fur llie fortietli aiiiiiversarv of llie Grčat Oc- 
tober Socialist RevoIiition,theworkingclass, thc collcctive- 
fariii peasanlry and llie Soviči iiilclligcnlsia are rallying 
closcr aroiind llie Commiinisl Parly and the Sovict Govern¬ 
ment; tliey will celebrale lliis glorioiis dale with new achicve- 
mciils in ali spliercs of economic and cullural dc.velopment, 
willi fresh vietories as Sovict socicly makes its inajestic ail- 
vanec towards commiinism. 
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